
For Immediate Release
April 23, 2024 

Contact: Daniel First
(202) 225-2536

Weekly Wrap-Up with
Congressman Byron Donalds

April 23, 2024

Last week my office was hard at work on Capitol Hill holding the radicals in the
Biden administration accountable and delivering upon meaningful solutions on
behalf of our Southwest Florida community, the State of Florida, and the American
people.
 
On the legislative front, I led a bipartisan letter alongside Representatives Mario
Díaz-Balart (R-FL), Scott Franklin (R-FL) and 15 additional colleagues from across
the Sunshine State in demanding that the Biden administration does not proceed
with any proposed wilderness designation at Big Cypress National Preserve.
 
Federally-designated wilderness areas are defined as areas "where the earth and its
community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor and
does not remain.” Any wilderness designation of Big Cypress by Biden
administration officials would not only restrict the free movement of the local
Miccosukee and Seminole Tribes, but it would supercharge the spread of invasive
species, destroy local small businesses, and restrict wildfire response capabilities.
 
I also co-sponsored bipartisan legislation to recognize and celebrate the bravery and
contributions of America's linemen to the people of Southwest Florida. In the wake
of Hurricane Ian’s historic devastation, 42,000 linemen from 30 states descended
upon Southwest Florida. These brave, selfless, and hardworking Americans helped
to restore our power and spark our community’s recovery. Linemen deserve
recognition and I am proud to honor their tireless and critical contributions to our
nation.
 
In foreign affairs, Israel was attacked directly by Iran for the first time in recent
memory. It is my position that Biden's weakness provokes conflict. It is imperative
that the United States stands firmly in support of our ally Israel as they face
existential attacks from the mullahs of Iran and their terrorist proxies. We only
achieve peace through strength and it is beyond time that our nation recommits to
the successful policy of Maximum Pressure. Israel should take every measure
necessary to ensure their national security and avert further terrorist threats from
Iran.
 
Over the weekend, House Republican leadership put foreign aid bills up for vote.
Leadership for months had been telling the American people that there would be no
new Ukraine aid unless our border was secured. They did not follow through and as
a result, I joined a majority of my Republican colleagues in voting against the
Speaker's bill. Government has sent billions to Ukraine while completely neglecting
the historic national security crisis at out own border. Simply put, it makes no sense
to protect Ukraine without protecting the American people first. No one wants to
see Putin win, but this major problem at home must be addressed.
 
As your Congressman, you have my commitment to work on your behalf and
restore order and proper governance to The People's House. 

Legislative Updates

Donalds Leads Bipartisan Initiative To Protect Big Cypress National Preserve
From Destructive Biden Admin. Meddling

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) led a bipartisan
letter alongside Representatives Mario Díaz-Balart (R-FL), Scott Franklin (R-FL)
and 15 additional colleagues from across the Sunshine State in demanding that the
Biden administration does not proceed with any proposed wilderness designation at
Big Cypress National Preserve.
 
Federally-designated wilderness areas are defined as areas "where the earth and its
community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor and
does not remain.” Any wilderness designation of Big Cypress by Biden
administration officials would not only restrict the free movement of the local
Miccosukee and Seminole Tribes, but it would supercharge the spread of invasive
species, destroy local small businesses, and restrict wildfire response capabilities.
 
Representatives Byron Donalds (R-FL), Mario Díaz-Balart (R-FL) and Scott
Franklin (R-FL) were joined in support by Representatives Aaron Bean (R-FL), Gus
Bilirakis (R-FL), Kat Cammack (R-FL), Matt Gaetz (R-FL), Carlos Giménez (R-
FL), Laurel Lee (R-FL), Brian Mast (R-FL), Cory Mills (R-FL), Jared Moskowitz
(D-FL), Bill Posey (R-FL), John Rutherford (R-FL), María Salazar (R-FL), Greg
Steube (R-FL), Michael Waltz (R-FL), and Daniel Webster (R-FL).
 
"Big Cypress National Preserve is an iconic fixture of our Southwest Florida
community that must be protected from debilitating federal overreach," said Rep.
Donalds (R-FL). "I proudly stand with my constituents, local stakeholders, and
environmental officials from across the Sunshine State in demanding that the Biden
administration does not proceed with any wilderness designation of the preserve. It
is imperative that we block this disastrous and completely unnecessary potential
action by out-of-touch bureaucrats in Washington."
 
“As we approach the 50th Anniversary of the Big Cypress National Preserve, it is
crucial to continue protecting this outstanding natural and sacred land for future
generations," said Rep. Díaz-Balart (R-FL). "As the first-ever National Preserve
in the National Park Service, this land stands as one of the most ecologically diverse
areas of our country. Any proposed wilderness designation by the Biden
Administration would pose significant threats to the sacred cultural sites of the
Miccosukee Tribe and Seminole Tribe, and way of life enjoyed by the Tribes,
constituents and tourists who visit America’s first Preserve for camping, fishing,
and hunting. As the Member of Congress representing a majority of the Preserve, I
remain steadfast in my commitment to safeguarding its future.”
 
“In Florida, we know no one is better at preserving our state’s natural beauty than
the locals who have lived with and alongside the land for generations,” said Rep.
Franklin (R-FL). “If the Biden Administration finalizes this determination, it will
be in vehement opposition to the will of our state’s agencies, Tribal Nations and the
affected counties in my district. I thank my Florida colleagues for joining the effort
to stop this overreach from the federal government.”
 
“I’m glad to join Rep. Donalds and my Florida colleagues in opposing a wilderness
designation for Big Cypress National Preserve,” said Rep. Cammack (R-FL).
“The wilderness designation will restrict access for the Seminole and Miccosukee
tribes which rely on this area for cultural, ceremonial, and burial significance, along
with hunters and fishermen who work to manage invasive species. This most
restrictive designation isn’t good for the Sunshine State.”
 
“Designating Big Cypress National Preserve as a wilderness area would undermine
the efforts to protect the sacred lands of the Miccosukee and Seminole tribes," said
Rep. Mills (R-FL). "A wilderness designation would restrict fishing, hunting, and
camping, which are important to both the local culture and economy. We will
continue to support the local tribes and protect the integrity of their sacred land. We
must respect their rights and heritage while ensuring responsible use of the
preserve."
 
“There’s plenty of legitimate concerns about the impact of designating Big Cypress
National Preserve as wilderness," said Rep. Moskowitz (D-FL). "Not only would it
complicate our ability to manage invasive species, but it would also restrict access
to tribes who have long called this area home. For those reasons, I would urge the
Interior Department not to rush towards any new designation.” 
 
“Maintaining access to this land is important for conservation and environmental
management, as well as religious significance for Native Americans,” said Rep.
Posey (R-FL).
 

Floridan Press Exclusive HERE.
See social media graphics roll-out HERE.
Read the full text of the letter HERE or below:

 
The Honorable Deb Haaland
Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240
 
Dear Secretary Haaland:
 
We write today to express our concern and opposition to any proposed wilderness
designation for Big Cypress National Preserve (the Preserve). The Preserve has
been home to the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of
Florida for centuries, and these sacred religious lands must be protected. As
America’s first nationally designated preserve, the State of Florida and the federal
government have, and will continue, to make critical investments to ensure the
protection of the Preserve’s wildlife, water resources, and sacred Tribal lands, while
maintaining access throughout the entirety of the Preserve for all visitors.

Within the Preserve, the Miccosukee Tribe and Seminole Tribe are stewards to their
homeland. With fifteen active traditional villages that are now cultural sites, and
multiple ceremonial and burial grounds, the Preserve is sacred land and must
remain entirely accessible. If the Preserve were to be designated as a wilderness
area—which is defined by the Wilderness Act of 1964 as “an area where the earth
and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor
and does not remain”—this would restrict Tribal citizens’ right to move freely about
their homeland, limit access for hunters and fisherman, and lead to unnecessary
restrictions for land management to properly respond to fires within the Preserve.

Big Cypress National Preserve welcomes roughly one million visitors every year
and it is vital to the surrounding small businesses who rely on environmental
tourism in South Florida. The Preserve serves as a realistic mechanism to spread
important conservation education to all who visit.  In Florida alone, it’s estimated
that there are over 900 established non-native plant and animal species. To note, not
every invasive species constitutes a major concern, but the accumulation of several
invasive species can create ecological devastation—as we’ve seen with the Burmese
python in the greater Everglades region. Consequently, python hunting is a positive
solution that addresses this challenging issue. However, under a wilderness
designation, python hunting would be severely impacted due to the prohibition of
vehicles and other hunting restrictions in wilderness areas. Additionally, various
types of technology that may be used to track invasive species—including the use
of drones—would be prohibited under the proposed wilderness designation.

Hendry County, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Tribal Nations, and many of our
constituents have made their voices heard in vehement opposition to this proposed
wilderness designation at Big Cypress National Preserve. Congress worked
alongside these stakeholders to ensure critical protections were in place when
establishing the Preserve in 1974, and any proposed wilderness designation would
swiftly undermine these previous efforts.

From sacred cultural sites, to fishing, to hunting, to camping, the Preserve is a
unique and beautiful area for individuals to visit and enjoy all that it has to offer.
For these reasons, we request that you do not proceed with any proposed wilderness
designation at America’s first national preserve, Big Cypress National Preserve.
 
Sincerely,
 
Byron Donalds (R-FL) Member of Congress
Mario Díaz-Balart (R-FL) Member of Congress
Scott Franklin (R-FL) Member of Congress
Aaron Bean (R-FL) Member of Congress
Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) Member of Congress
Kat Cammack (R-FL) Member of Congress
Matt Gaetz (R-FL) Member of Congress
Carlos Giménez (R-FL) Member of Congress
Laurel Lee (R-FL) Member of Congress
Brian Mast (R-FL) Member of Congress
Cory Mills (R-FL) Member of Congress
Jared Moskowitz (D-FL) Member of Congress
Bill Posey (R-FL) Member of Congress
John Rutherford (R-FL) Member of Congress
María Salazar (R-FL) Member of Congress
Greg Steube (R-FL) Member of Congress
Michael Waltz (R-FL) Member of Congress
Daniel Webster (R-FL) Member of Congress

Donalds Celebrates The Outsized Contributions Of America's Linemen To The
People Of Southwest Florida

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) co-sponsored
bipartisan legislation offered by Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC) to recognize and
celebrate the bravery and contributions of America's linemen to the people of
Southwest Florida.
 
The "Bipartisan Linemen Appreciation Resolution" is the 505th piece of legislation
co-sponsored by Congressman Donalds during the 118th Congress and also
received support from Representatives Doug LaMalfa (R-CA), Kat Cammack (R-
FL), Neal Dunn (R-FL), Frederica Wilson (D-FL), Austin Scott (R-GA), Jill Tokuda
(D-HI), Morgan McGarvey (D-KY), Sam Graves (R-MO), Alma Adams (D-NC),
Richard Hudson (R-NC), Wiley Nickel (D-NC), Deborah Ross (D-NC), Mike Flood
(R-NE), Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-OR), Brendan Boyle (D-PA), Brian Fitzpatrick
(R-PA), Susan Wild (D-PA), Tom Kean (R-NJ), Chris Smith (R-NJ), Ralph Norman
(R-SC), Chuck Fleischmann (R-TN), Brian Babin (R-TX), Marc Veasey (D-TX),
Marie Gluesenkamp-Perez (D-WA), and Carol Miller (R-WV). Congressman
Donalds released the following statement:
 
"In the wake of Hurricane Ian’s historic devastation, 42,000 linemen from 30 states
descended upon Southwest Florida. These brave, selfless, and hardworking
Americans helped to restore our power and spark our community’s recovery.
Linemen deserve recognition and I am proud to join Rep. Rouzer in honoring their
tireless and critical contributions to our nation."
 
BACKGROUND:

Working 24/7/365, electrical linemen ensure Americans can turn on their
lights, run their businesses, and connect with friends and family. 
Our nation’s linemen serve as a frontline response to natural disasters,
reconnecting Americans in the wake of storms, fires, and floods.

 
BILL ACTIONS:

This resolution designates April 18th as "National Lineman Appreciation
Day."
This resolution recognizes the over 115,000 Electrical Linemen maintaining
America’s electrical infrastructure.
This resolution further recognizes the efforts and courage of linemen in
keeping the power on and protecting public safety; the remarkable
contributions to America’s electricity customers; and the personal, family, and
professional tradition of the trade.

 
MORE:

See graphics rollout HERE.
Read the legislation in its entirety HERE.

Donalds Votes Against Additional Funding To Ukraine

It makes no sense to protect other countries without protecting your own country
first.
 
For months, House leadership said there'd be no additional Ukraine aid unless our
border was secured.
 
They didn't follow through & as a result, many Republicans opposed their bill.

Donalds Statement Regarding Iranian Attack On Israel

Weakness provokes conflict. It is imperative that the United States stands firmly in
support of our ally Israel as they face existential attacks from the mullahs of Iran
and their terrorist proxies.
 
We only achieve peace through strength and it is beyond time that our nation
recommits to the successful policy of Maximum Pressure.
 
Israel should take every measure necessary to ensure their national security and
avert further terrorist threats from Iran.

Donalds 2023-24 Nuclear Energy Legislative Package Up To 22 Proposals

In honor of Earth Day, I'm proud to highlight my 22-bill (and growing) "2023-24
Nuclear Energy Legislative Package."
 
Nuclear is the cleanest & greenest form of energy at our disposal yet remains
underutilized.
 
The time is now for America to become the global leader in nuclear.

Donalds Remarks At House Financial Services Mark-Up Hearing

I joined my colleagues on the House Financial Services Committee for a full-
committee mark-up hearing entitled "Mark-up of H.R. 5535, H.R. 802, H.R. 7437,
H.R. 7440, H.R. 7428, H.R. 4206, H.R. 4116, H.J. Res. 127, H.J. Res. 122, H.J. Res.
120, H.J. Res. 125, H.J. Res. 126, H.J. Res. 124." We deliberated advancement of
the following bills:
 

H.R. 5535, the "Insurance Data Protection Act," as amended, was AGREED
TO by a recorded vote of 28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.R. 802, the "Respect State Housing Laws Act," as amended, was AGREED
TO by a recorded vote of 29 ayes to 21 nays.
H.R. 7437, the "Fostering the Use of Technology to Uphold Regulatory
Effectiveness in Supervision (FUTURES) Act," as amended was AGREED
TO by a voice vote.
H.R. 7440, the "Financial Services Innovation Act of 2024," as amended, was
AGREED TO by a recorded vote of 28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.R. 7428, the "Earned Wage Access Consumer Protection Act," as
amended, was AGREED TO by a recorded vote of 28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.R. 4206, the "Bank Safety Act of 2023," as amended, was AGREED TO by
a voice vote.
H.R. 4116, the "Systemic Risk Authority Transparency Act," as amended, was
AGREED TO by a recorded vote of 50 ayes to 0 nays.
H.J. Res. 127, a resolution "providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Securities
and Exchange Commission relating to the 'Enhancement and Standardization
of Climate-Related Disclosures for Investors,'" was AGREED TO by
a recorded vote of 28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.J. Res. 122, a resolution "providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau relating to 'Credit Card Penalty Fees (Regulation
Z),'" was AGREED TO by a recorded vote of 28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.J. Res. 120, a resolution "providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Financial
Stability Oversight Council (FSOC) relating to "Guidance on Non-Bank
Financial Company Determinations,'" was AGREED TO by a recorded vote of
28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.J. Res. 125, a resolution "providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System relating to 'Principles for Climate-
Related Financial Risk Management for Large Financial Institutions,'" was
AGREED TO en bloc by a recorded vote 28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.J. Res. 126, a resolution "providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation relating to 'Principles for Climate-Related
Financial Risk Management for Large Financial Institutions,'" was AGREED
TO en bloc by a recorded vote 28 ayes to 22 nays.
H.J. Res. 124, a resolution "providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency relating to 'Principles for Climate-Related
Financial Risk Management for Large Financial Institutions,'" was AGREED
TO en bloc by a recorded vote 28 ayes to 22 nays.

 
Watch my full remarks HERE or click below:

Community Updates

Save The Date: Congressional Art Competition

Our annual Congressional Art Competition for SWFL students living in Florida's
19th Congressional District has begun!
 
If you are interested in participating please submit your artwork to either our Lee
Co. or Collier Co. District Offices by April 23rd.

Team Donalds Hosts Beach Clean-Up In Fort Myers Beach

My office hosted an Earth Day Community Beach Clean-Up in Fort Myers Beach
alongside local officials.
 
The pristine natural beauty of our SWFL community is world renowned and it is
imperative that we work to keep it that way.
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us.

Team Donalds Superhero And Toy Delivery Day At Golisano Children's
Hospital Of Southwest 

"Heroes Unmasked" is a nonprofit dedicated to supporting children with illnesses
by providing spiritual aid and financial relief.
 
Members of my team joined Heroes Unmasked for a "Superhero & Toy Delivery
Day" event at Golisano Children's Hospital of Southwest Florida.

Attention Americans In Haiti

The Florida Division of Emergency Management is working to help Floridians
currently in Haiti.
 
If you need help or know of Floridians who need help in Haiti, please complete this
form: https://floridadisaster.org/Haiti

New Mobile Office Hours For FL-19 Constituents

Need help with a federal agency?
 
In addition to our district offices in Naples & Cape Coral, THIS WEEK, we are
holding mobile hours for FL-19 constituents at the Lee Co Sheriff’s Outreach
Office: 2125 First St, Ste. 100, Ft Myers
 
TODAY 4/23 - 11AM-3PM
THURSDAY 4/25 - 11AM-3PM

Team Donalds Joins Fort Myers Kiwanis

My team joined the Fort Myers Kiwanis for a luncheon meeting.
 
Together we discussed local groups, organizations & initiatives with a focus on
providing support for senior citizens, new mothers & infants throughout Lee County
& across our Southwest Florida community.
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In The Media – Print Media 

Donalds, Florida Colleagues Demand Biden Admin Protect Big Cypress
National Preserve
 
What Will 'Wilderness' Designation Mean For The Big Cypress, Swamp Buggy
Riders?
 
Donalds Frustrated Border Security Was Not Included In Recent Ukraine,
Israel, Taiwan Aid Package
 
GOP Rep. Byron Donalds: House Republican Leadership Lied When They
Said No More Ukraine Aid Without Border Funding
 
Exclusive – Byron Donalds: ‘Incredibly Disappointing’ Johnson Violated
Hastert Rule On Passage Of Ukraine Aid

In The Media – Digital Media 

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on CNBC Squawk Box
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on 92.5 Fox News Radio Fort Myers Daybreak with Drew
Steele
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox Business Network Mornings With Maria Bartiromo
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox News Radio Fox Across America With Jimmy Failla
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Newsmax National Report
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox News Channel The Ingraham Angle
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on ABC News The Big Story
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on NewsNation Morning In America
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Newsmax Wake Up America
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

Serving the hardworking men and women of Florida's 19th Congressional District is
my distinct honor and privilege. It's time Washington works for our community's
values, and I will always strive to ensure your government is working for you every
day. 
 
Sincerely,
 

Byron L. Donalds
Member of Congress

O0ce Locations:
Washington DC O0ce 
1719 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2536

Collier County O0ce
3299 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 105

Naples, FL 34112
(239) 252-6225

Lee County O0ce
1039 SE 9th Ave, Suite 308

Cape Coral, FL 33990
(239) 599-6033
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