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Last week my office was hard at work on Capitol Hill holding the radicals in the
Biden administration accountable and delivering upon meaningful solutions on
behalf of our Southwest Florida community, the State of Florida, and the American
people.
 
On the legislative front, I introduced a bill to express disapproval of the United
States Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) October 30, 2023, Climate
Principles Rule that would restrict the flow of credit and capital within the United
States economy. Under Joe Biden, our nation's federal agencies are flagrantly
overstepping beyond their agency mandates. We must ensure that unelected
bureaucrats in Washington are not drafting and creating national policy–a power
explicitly delegated to elected representatives of the people. It is critical that we
immediately nullify the politicization of America's federal agencies.
 
I also co-sponsored bipartisan legislation offered by Rep. Troy Nehls (R-TX) to
demand that American taxpayer dollars are not used to sabotage Southwest Florida's
seafood industry. The impact of Hurricane Ian on our local seafood industry was
devastating. As our community rebuilds, shrimpers must also deal with a market
that is oversaturated with U.S. taxpayer financed foreign product. I am proud to
stand with Rep. Troy Nehls in demanding that American taxpayer dollars are not
used to sabotage Southwest Florida's seafood industry. Government must always
put the American people first.
 
Letters are an important tool for members of Congress to hold the Biden
administration accountable and last week I joined 55 of my colleagues in sending a
letter to EPA Administrator Michael Regan urging the EPA to revise implementation
of the Inflation Reduction Act's so-called methane fee. The EPA's proposed rules
blatantly violate Congressional intent and create an unworkable regulatory structure
for oil and gas producers. The letter underscores the need for regulatory compliance
exemptions for oil and gas facilities complying with specific requirements, urging
the EPA to narrow the definition of compliance and promptly grant exemptions. I
co-signed a letter to the EPA sent by Rep. Gary Palmer (R-AL) calling for the
withdrawal of their harmful and unnecessary rule regulating lime plants. Lime
plants provide materials critical for construction, steel manufacturing, treating
drinking water and wastewater, and air pollutant removal.
 
Regarding Iran's recent attacks on Israel, it is important we acknowledge that
weakness provokes conflict. It is imperative that the United States stands firmly in
support of our ally Israel as they face existential attacks from the mullahs of Iran
and their terrorist proxies. We only achieve peace through strength and it is beyond
time that our nation recommits to the successful policy of Maximum Pressure.
Israel should take every measure necessary to ensure their national security and
avert further terrorist threats from Iran. Reminder: It has now been 165 days since
the House of Representatives joined together to pass a standalone aid package for
Israel that was: (1) Bipartisan, (2) Fiscally-responsible, (3) Paid-for, (4) Going to
repurpose excess bureaucratic funding. But Chuck Schumer and Senate Democrats
refuse this bipartisan bill due to politics.
 
Finally, 62% of Americans did not go to college, millions of Americans have paid-
off their loans, and millions of Americans never had student loans. Last week,
Biden again bragged about blatantly flouting the law. Not only is Biden's student
loan bailout unconstitutional (per SCOTUS) but it's also completely unfair to the
American people.
 
As your Congressman, you have my commitment to work on your behalf and
restore order and proper governance to The People's House. 

Legislative Updates

Donalds Takes Action To Nullify Federal Agency Politicization

WASHINGTON - Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) introduced legislation to
express disapproval of the United States Office of the Comptroller of the Currency
(OCC) October 30, 2023, Climate Principles Rule that would restrict the flow of
credit and capital within the United States economy.
 
The "OCC Climate Rule Nullification Resolution" is the 74th piece of legislation
proposed by Congressman Donalds during the 118th Congress and received support
from Representatives Andy Biggs (R-AZ), Dan Meuser (R-PA), Scott Perry (R-PA),
Bill Huizenga (R-MI), Andy Ogles (R-TN), Troy Nehls (R-TX) and Randy Weber
(R-TX). Congressman Donalds released the following statement:
 
"Under Joe Biden, our nation's federal agencies are flagrantly overstepping beyond
their agency mandates. We must ensure that unelected bureaucrats in Washington
are not drafting and creating national policy–a power explicitly delegated to elected
representatives of the people. It is critical that we immediately nullify the
politicization of America's federal agencies."
 
BILL OVERVIEW:

This bill is a Congressional Review Act that would nullify the October 30th
Climate Principles promulgated by the OCC.
The principles go beyond the authority of the agency and restrict the flow of
credit and capital within the United States economy by forcing lenders to
focus on climate related risks.

 
RULE SUMMARY:

The OCC Climate Principles outline a high-level framework for the
management of exposures to climate-related financial risks.
The Climate Principles are intended for US banking organizations with over
$100 billion in total consolidated assets, including holding companies, banks,
and thrifts.
As with other supervisory guidance, the Climate Principles do not have the
force of law in the United States. Rather, the US federal banking regulators
will use the Climate Principles as a common set of expectations when
supervising the safety and soundness of banking organizations. 
Federal Reserve Governor Michelle Bowman noted her concern that the likely
potential consequence of the Climate Principles will be to “discourage banks
from lending and providing financial services to certain industries.”
Two FDIC directors and two Federal Reserve governors dissented when
voting on the final Climate Principles. A common theme in the FDIC dissents
is that climate-related financial risk is like many other types of risk, and that
focusing on it in this manner will distract regulators and organizations from
the core safety and soundness mandate.
The final Climate Principles clarify that organizations should incorporate
climate-related financial risks into their risk management frameworks where
those risks are material.

 
SOLUTION:

Rather than putting forth regulations that have no clear restrictions on their
applicability, an agency should seek to enforce the laws Congress has already
passed. It is not the role of the OCC to identify risks beyond their mandate and
this bill ensures that the policy making power stays with Congress.  

 
MORE:

See graphics rollout HERE.
Read the legislation in its entirety HERE.

Donalds Demands American Taxpayer Dollars Are Not Used To Sabotage
Southwest Florida's Seafood Industry

WASHINGTON - Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) co-sponsored
bipartisan legislation offered by Rep. Troy Nehls (R-TX) to demand that American
taxpayer dollars are not used to sabotage Southwest Florida's seafood industry.
 
The bipartisan "Save Our Shrimpers Act" is the 485th piece of legislation co-
sponsored by Congressman Donalds during the 118th Congress and also received
support from Representatives Barry Moore (AL), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Anna
Paulina Luna (R-FL), Clay Higgins (R-LA), Garret Graves (R-LA), Julia Letlow
(R-LA), Mike Ezell (R-MS), Russell Fry (R-SC), Nancy Mace (R-SC), Brian Babin
(R-TX), Vicente Gonzalez (D-TX), and Randy Weber (R-TX). Congressman
Donalds released the following statement:
 
"The impact of Hurricane Ian on our local seafood industry was devastating. As our
community rebuilds, shrimpers must also deal with a market that is oversaturated
with U.S. taxpayer financed foreign product. I am proud to stand with Rep. Troy
Nehls in demanding that American taxpayer dollars are not used to sabotage
Southwest Florida's seafood industry. Government must always put the American
people first."
 
BACKGROUND:

Domestic shrimpers are struggling to stay in business as foreign imported
shrimp is continuing to saturate the market and is extremely difficult for them
to stay in business.
International Monetary Institutions––which receive U.S. taxpayer dollars––
have been financing foreign shrimp farm operations.
As a result, the bill would place a condition on any contribution from
Treasury, or any other U.S. federal agency, to the budget of any international
financial institution, that such contributions cannot be used to for the purposes
of financing any shrimp farm capacity, operations, maintenance, or production
in any foreign nation.

 
BILL ACTIONS:

The bill would provide a condition that federal funds being made available to
international institutions cannot be used to finance any activity relating to
shrimp farming, shrimp processing, or the export of shrimp in any foreign
country.
Additionally, the bill would also trigger a GAO investigation and annual
reports thereafter on the extent to which United States Executive Directors at
International Monetary Institutions are complying with the USC 262(h)
mandate.
USC 262(h) stipulates that the Treasury shall instruct United States Executive
Directors at International Monetary Institutions to vote against and oppose any
assistance by such institutions that facilitates an export commodity surplus
that causes injury or harm to United States producers. We’ve found very
limited circumstances where Treasury has been in compliance by this law on
the book.

 
MORE:

See graphics rollout HERE.
Read the legislation in its entirety HERE.

Donalds Calls For EPA To Withdraw Debilitating Regulations On Lime Plants

Lime plants provide materials critical for construction, steel manufacturing, treating
drinking water and wastewater, and air pollutant removal.
 
I co-signed a letter to the EPA sent by Rep. Gary Palmer (R-AL) calling for the
withdrawal of their harmful and unnecessary rule regulating lime plants.

Donalds Calls On EPA To Revise Methane Fees

I joined 55 of my House Republican colleagues in sending a letter to U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Michael Regan urging the
EPA to revise implementation of the Inflation Reduction Act's so-called methane
fee.
 
The EPA's proposed rules blatantly violate Congressional intent and create an
unworkable regulatory structure for oil & gas producers.
 
The letter underscores the need for regulatory compliance exemptions for oil and
gas facilities complying with specific requirements, urging the EPA to narrow the
definition of compliance and promptly grant exemptions.

It's Imperative That The U.S. Stands Firmly In Support Of Our Ally Israel

Weakness provokes conflict. It is imperative that the United States stands firmly in
support of our ally Israel as they face existential attacks from the mullahs of Iran
and their terrorist proxies.
 
We only achieve peace through strength and it is beyond time that our nation
recommits to the successful policy of Maximum Pressure.
 
Israel should take every measure necessary to ensure their national security and
avert further terrorist threats from Iran.
 
REMINDER: It has now been 165 days since the House of Representatives joined
together to pass a standalone aid package for Israel that was:
 

Bipartisan
Fiscally-responsible
Paid-for
Going to repurpose excess bureaucratic funding

 
But Schumer & Senate Democrats REFUSE this bipartisan bill due to politics.

Donalds Joins House Oversight And Accountability Committee Colleagues In
Full-Committee Hearing To Assess FDA Operations

I joined my colleagues on the House Oversight and Accountability Committee for a
full-committee hearing entitled "Oversight of the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration." FDA Commissioner Robert Califf participated as the hearing's
witness.
 
Watch my full remarks HERE or click below:

SEC Committed 'Gross Abuse of Power' in Suit Against Crypto Company,
Federal Judge Rules

I joined my colleagues on the House Oversight and Accountability Committee for a
full-committee mark-up hearing entitled "Full Committee Business Meeting." We
deliberated advancement of the following bills:
 

H.R. 7109, the Equal Representation Act
H.R. 7868, the FEHB Protection Act
H.R. 7524, the GSA Technology Accountability Act
H.R. ___, the Allowing Contractors to Choose Employees for Select Skills
(ACCESS) Act
H.R. 7867, the Renewing Efficiency in Government by Budgeting Act
H.R. 272, the Astronaut Safe Temporary Ride Options (ASTRO) Act
H.R. 3019, the Federal Prison Oversight Act
H.R. 7869, the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Officer Retirement
Technical Corrections Act

 
Watch my full remarks HERE or click below:

March 2024 Inflation Numbers Released

Last week, March inflation numbers were released. Inflation was UP 3.5% LAST
MONTH & 19.4% SINCE BIDEN took office. Here are some of March's largest
increases:
 

Video/gaming discs UP 30.1%
Frozen drinks UP 27.5%
Car insurance UP 22.1%
House repair services UP 18%
Car repairs UP 11.6%
Beef roasts UP 11.2%
Domestic services UP 10.9%
Transportation services UP 10.7%
Baby formula UP 9.9%
Veterinarian services 9.6%
Legal services UP 8.8%
Photography equipment UP 8.4%
Fresh fruit UP 8.3%
Outpatient hospital services UP 8.3%
Related medical services UP 7.7%
Nonprescription drugs UP 7.4%
Tax & accounting services UP 7%
Inpatient hospital services UP 6.9%
Tickets UP 6.4%
Bank services 6.4%
Hotdogs UP 6.2%
Car servicing UP 6.2%
Vending/mobile food UP 6.2%
Trash collection UP 5.8%
Rent UP 5.7%
Sugar UP 5.6%
Package delivery services UP 5.1%
Electricity UP 5%

Inflation Numbers Since Joe Biden Took Office

SINCE JOE BIDEN TOOK OFFICE:

Inflation UP 19.4%
Credit card debt at RECORD HIGHS
Nearly 2/3 living "paycheck to paycheck"
Savings accounts DIMINISHED
Avg wkly earnings DOWN 3.9%
Inflation has avg 5.5% yr/yr

 
See BELOW for the largest inc. in everyday items...

Eggs UP 49.3%
Gas UP 47.8%
Peanut butter UP 40.1%
Crackers UP 38.2%
Flour UP 33.5%
Air fare UP 32.7%
Butter UP 32%
Salad dressing UP 30.6%
Baby food UP 30.5%
Sugar UP 29.1%
Electricity UP 28.3%
Frozen vegetables UP 28.2%
Nat gas UP 26.9%
Bakery items UP 26.7%
Soup UP 26.4%
Steak UP 24.8%
Chicken UP 23.9%
Pet food UP 23.7%
Bread UP 23.7%
Cereal UP 22.5%
Public transport UP 22.2%
Restaurant prices UP 21.4%
Overall grocery prices UP 21.1%
Rent UP 20.9%
Used cars UP 20.9%
Coffee UP 19.6%
Milk UP 15%

Biden's Student Loan Bailout Is Unconstitutional And Unfair

62% of Americans DID NOT go to college.
MILLIONS have PAID-OFF their loans.
MILLIONS NEVER HAD loans.
 
Not only is Biden's student loan bailout unconstitutional (per SCOTUS) but it's also
completely unfair to the American people.
 
Last week, he AGAIN bragged about blatantly flouting the law...

Community Updates

Save The Date: Congressional Art Competition

Our annual Congressional Art Competition for SWFL students living in Florida's
19th Congressional District has begun!
 
If you are interested in participating please submit your artwork to either our Lee
Co. or Collier Co. District Offices by April 23rd.

Team Donalds Attends Lauren's Kids Walk To Prevent Child Abuse

Lauren’s Kids is a nonprofit dedicated to sexual abuse prevention education through
in-school curriculum, awareness campaigns & speaking engagements.
 
My team joined this important organization for a child abuse prevention walk
alongside local advocates from across our community.

https://Daniel.First@mail.house.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/124/text?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hjres124%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/124/text?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hjres124%22%7D
https://x.com/RepDonaldsPress/status/1777400230893273588
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/124/text?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hjres124%22%7D
https://nehls.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/nehls.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/Save%20Our%20Shrimpers%20%20SIGNED.pdf
https://nehls.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/nehls.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/Save%20Our%20Shrimpers%20%20SIGNED.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-2015-title22-section262h&num=0&edition=2015
https://x.com/RepDonaldsPress/status/1778170519994380603
https://nehls.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/nehls.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/Save%20Our%20Shrimpers%20%20SIGNED.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6klIABi7nr4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5O6e8YLcl9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5O6e8YLcl9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3uMzCGVP9Uc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3uMzCGVP9Uc


Team Donalds Celebrates Local Vietnam Veterans

It has been 51 years since the last US troops left Vietnam. My team joined DAR to
honor veterans of the Vietnam War from across our SWFL community.
 
Thank you to all who served our nation during the Vietnam War. Your courage,
bravery & dedication will never be forgotten.

Attention Americans In Haiti

The Florida Division of Emergency Management is working to help Floridians
currently in Haiti.
 
If you need help or know of Floridians who need help in Haiti, please complete this
form: https://floridadisaster.org/Haiti

Eclipse Day On Capitol Hill

Last week, a partial solar eclipse occurred during mid-afternoon in Washington,
D.C.
 
This photo of the eclipse was taken from directly outside our Capitol Hill office.

In The Media – Print Media 

Byron Donalds Discusses Flood Insurance With WINK News 
 
Save Our Shrimpers Act Introduced To Safeguard US Shrimping Industry
 
Florida Rep. Byron Donalds Argues For AG Garland To Be Held In Contempt
After Hur Report Stonewalling
 
Rep. Donalds to Newsmax: Withholding Hur Audio a 'Mockery'
 
GOP Lawmakers Look To Scrap Climate Guidance For Banks

In The Media – Digital Media 

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on CBS Fort Myers WINK News at 8:00 AM
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox News Channel The Story With Martha MacCallum
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox Business Network Varney
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox Business Network The Bottom Line
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Spectrum Bay News 9 at 6:00 PM
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on CBS Fort Myers WINK News at 6:00 PM
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on CBS Fort Myers WINK News at 5:00 PM
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on CBS Fort Myers WINK News at 4:00 PM
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on C-SPAN Live Coverage
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on 92.5 Fox News Radio Fort Myers Daybreak with Drew
Steele
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox News Channel The Ingraham Angle
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on The Floridian Press
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox Business Network Kudlow
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Newsmax Rob Schmitt Tonight
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on The Benny Show
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

Serving the hardworking men and women of Florida's 19th Congressional District is
my distinct honor and privilege. It's time Washington works for our community's
values, and I will always strive to ensure your government is working for you every
day. 
 
Sincerely,
 

Byron L. Donalds
Member of Congress

O0ce Locations:
Washington DC O0ce 
1719 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2536

Collier County O0ce
3299 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 105

Naples, FL 34112
(239) 252-6225

Lee County O0ce
1039 SE 9th Ave, Suite 308

Cape Coral, FL 33990
(239) 599-6033

https://facebook.com/
https://twitter.com/
https://instagram.com/
https://t.co/4ZU8z8NXQY
https://winknews.com/2024/04/11/byron-donalds-says-unpermitted-work-happened-after-ian/
https://www.nationalfisherman.com/save-our-shrimpers-act-introduced-to-safeguard-us-shrimping-industry
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-rep-byron-donalds-argues-for-ag-garland-to-be-held-in-contempt-after-hur-report-stonewalling/
https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/byron-donalds-merrick-garland-joe-biden/2024/04/08/id/1160222/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/gop-lawmakers-look-to-scrap-climate-guidance-for-banks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5j6hNlUYNvY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5j6hNlUYNvY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrrV_BaVmz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrrV_BaVmz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9O-BxWX8HJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9O-BxWX8HJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqeaI_YdjoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqeaI_YdjoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdYIWTPzwnc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdYIWTPzwnc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIUFYJOUDeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIUFYJOUDeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xcvbi0hdRkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xcvbi0hdRkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZjdID8zy64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZjdID8zy64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3ch2JE5cKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3ch2JE5cKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d16dYO0Umk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d16dYO0Umk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_kk-Z5HZoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_kk-Z5HZoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUySMORuzsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUySMORuzsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR6NiqSXHyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR6NiqSXHyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZ_3zE3TCvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZ_3zE3TCvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfhYPLTUdOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfhYPLTUdOs

