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Last week, House Republicans were hard at work on Capitol Hill, passing
legislation and offering commonsense solutions on behalf of the American people.
As of Friday, the House of Representatives passed our seventh of twelve
appropriations bills. This is our third appropriations bill passed in the last week and
a half under the leadership of Speaker Johnson and our reunited House Republican
conference.
 
Various bills were considered on the floor of the House of Representatives last week
regarding Israel and the vile scourge of anti-Semitism sweeping across our nation.
To be clear, I proudly stood with Jewish Americans and our ally Israel. I voted to
sanction Hamas supporters, declare a nuclear Iran as unacceptable, aid Israel
without funding Ukraine or spending new money, and to condemn anti-Semitism at
our colleges and universities. I also voted against halting the censure of Rep.
Rashida Tlaib for her heinous remarks towards Israel over the past month.
 
On the legislative front, I introduced my sixty-seventh and sixty-eighth pieces of
legislation during the 118th Congress. The Bipartisan GIS Emergency Response
Technology Sustainment Act establishes and funds a Search and Rescue Common
Operations Program (SARCOP) within the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). Hurricane Ian made evident that there is a critical need for efficient, cross-
agency coordination during search and rescue missions in Southwest Florida and
across our nation. We must ensure that disaster-prone communities across America
are sufficiently prepared for when the next storm comes. This bill is the tenth
proposal of my 2023-24 Natural Disaster Relief Package.
 
The Reform Immigration Through Biometrics Act is my sixty-eighth legislative
proposal of the 118th Congress. This bill evaluates why DHS hasn't completed their
statutory directive to establish a comprehensive biometric entry/exit system. We
must demand action and accountability from Secretary Mayorkas to establish a
comprehensive biometric apparatus at our points of entry.
 
Last week, I also partnered with colleagues to offer further legislative solutions. On
Thursday, Florida Senator Rick Scott joined me in calling on TSA to deploy
additional Explosive Detection Systems machines at Southwest Florida
International Airport (RSW). With tourist season coming soon, if RSW's EDS
machines fail, airport operations will be greatly impacted. Furthermore, Arkansas
Congressman French Hill and I partnered on a bill to ensure our monetary policy is
working to bring down inflation. Biden's mounting failures are impacting America
with devastating consequences. Prices are sky-high and inflation is decimating our
wallets. The sole focus of the Federal Reserve should be protecting purchasing
power of the dollar.
 
My team was active in the community over the past week. We attended the Fort
Myers Police Department’s Promotion Ceremony, the groundbreaking for the
expansion of the Lee County Public Safety Center's Emergency Operations Center,
an event honoring local Holocaust survivor Eva Sands, and held interviews for our
Military Academy Nominating Board. Eva is a celebrated member of our Southwest
Florida community. As hateful anti-Semitism spreads, now more than ever we must
share stories like Eva’s, and stand with our Jewish neighbors.
 
As your Congressman, you have my commitment to work on your behalf and
restore order and proper governance to The People's House. 

Legislative Updates

Donalds Calls On U.S. Customs And Border Protection To Bolster Security At
The Border Through Biometrics

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds issued the following statement
introducing legislation to hold the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
accountable for failing to fulfill its statutory directive to establish a comprehensive
biometric entry/exit system.
 
“This year alone, CBP has encountered a record high of nearly 2.5 million illegal
aliens entering our porous southern border. Since President Biden took office, there
have been 7.5 million encounters, including 169 people on the terrorist watchlist.
Not to mention the 25,000+ pounds of fentanyl that CBP has seized in FY'23 alone.
These facts are damning and are a direct result of this inept president’s open border
policies and purposeful neglect of the Trump-era measures that secured our border.
My bill, H.R. 6138, is simple: it demands action and accountability of Secretary
Mayorkas’ department and addresses their statutory failure to establish a
comprehensive biometric apparatus at our nation’s points of entry.” - Rep. Donalds
 
Representatives Clay Higgins (R-LA), Troy Nehls (R-TX), Randy Weber (R-TX),
and Paul Gosar (R-AZ) are original cosponsors.
 
“CBP has a statutory directive to establish a comprehensive biometrics system to
track illegals. America is being invaded and we’re losing our country down there, it
gets worse every day. Biden and Mayorkas should be tried for treason, it’s that bad.
This legislation demands transparency as to why the biometrics system has yet to be
fully deployed by the CBP. We, the People, feel totally betrayed by our own
government.” - Rep. Higgins
 
Further Background:

Biometric technologies support national security priorities (e.g.,
counterterrorism, fraudulent representation, and public safety).
Biometric is an objective measurement of a physical characteristic when
captured in a database that can be used to verify an individual’s identity
against other entries in a database.
Main types of biometrics—fingerprints, facial images, iris images, etc. In
August 2004, the 9/11 Commission directed DHS to implement a
comprehensive biometric entry/exit system.
8 U.S.C. 1365a(d)(3) — Requires the federal government to “fully
implement [an] integrated [biometric] entry and exit data system.”
CBP has processed more than 200 million travelers using biometric facial
comparison technology and prevented more than 1,600 imposters from
entering the United States.
Until we have a comprehensive biometric entry and exit system—even if we
have a 100% halt of illegal immigration at the southern border—our country
will still continue to be infiltrated by an influx of illegal immigrants.

 
More:
 
Florida GOP Lawmaker Reveals Plan To Expose Gaps In Biometrics System
To Crack Down On Visa Overstays

Donalds Offers Bipartisan Solution To Streamline Search And Rescue
Operations

WASHINGTON – Last week, I was proud to introduce my sixty-seventh piece of
legislation during the 118th Congress and the tenth proposal of my "2023-24
Natural Disaster Relief Package": The Bipartisan GIS Emergency Response
Technology Sustainment Act.
 
Hurricane Ian made evident that there's a critical need for efficient, cross-agency
coordination during search and rescue missions in SWFL and across our nation.
This bipartisan bill establishes and funds a “Search and Rescue Common
Operations Program” (SARCOP) within DHS.
 
Thank you Rep. Troy Carter (D-LA) for your bipartisan support of this critical
disaster relief legislation. We must ensure that disaster-prone communities across
America are sufficiently prepared for when the next storm comes.
 
With the introduction of this proposal–The Bipartisan GIS Emergency Response
Technology Sustainment Act–I've now introduced sixty-seventh pieces of
legislation this Congress. I'm working hard on your behalf to introduce meaningful
legislation to benefit SWFL, our state and our nation.
 
More:
 
Donalds To Introduce Bill To Improve Logistics Of Search And Rescue
Nationwide

Rep. Donalds And Sen. Scott Call On TSA To Deploy Additional Explosive
Detection Systems Machines To Southwest Florida International Airport

WASHINGTON – The Aviation and Transportation Security Act of 2001 mandated
that 100 percent of aviation checked baggage be screened by electronic or other
approved means. The U.S. Transportation Security Administration (TSA) overseas
the Electronic Baggage Screening Program (EBSP), which is partly responsible for
the purchase and installation of security technologies at airports—including EDS
machines.
 
U.S. Representative Byron Donalds (R-FL) and U.S. Senator Rick Scott (R-FL)
sent a letter to the U.S. Transportation Security Administration asking to
immediately deploy additional Explosive Detection Systems (EDS) machines to
Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW).
 
“We write today to request the immediate deployment of additional Explosive
Detection Systems (EDS) machines to Southwest Florida International Airport
(RSW). As you know, EDS machines are vital to an airport’s bag check operation.
To expeditiously and accurately check for luggage-related safety threats, EDS
machines are crucial—and RSW needs two more EDS machines to handle the
upcoming influx of Southwest Florida tourists.”
 
See full text of the letter HERE.
 
More:
 
Keeping RSW Safe: Florida Leaders Ask TSA To Send Out More Explosive
Detection Systems

Donalds And Hill Reintroduce Legislation To Focus Federal Reserve On
Curbing Inflation

WASHINGTON – Representatives Byron Donalds (R-FL) and French Hill (R-AR)
reintroduced the Price Stability Act to end the Federal Reserve's dual mandate and
ensure that the central bank and Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) focus
their efforts exclusively on containing inflation. The bill's introduction comes as the
FOMC is convening for its monthly meeting, where they will decide whether to
raise interest rates.
 
“The mounting failures of the Biden Administration are devastatingly impacting the
nation. With consumer prices still sky high across the board and inflation continuing
to decimate American wallets everywhere, the sole focus of the Federal Reserve
should be protecting the purchasing power of the U.S. dollar. I’m excited to partner
with Congressman French Hill on this legislation to realign the Federal Reserve’s
priorities with the needs of the American people.” – Rep. Byron Donalds
 
"The Federal Reserve should direct its focus towards taming inflation and steer
clear of economic policy fads and an expanded mission. In light of the persistently
rising prices, it is past time for Congress to reconsider the central bank's core
mission and contemplate a mandate centered on safeguarding the American people's
wallets. As a former community banker and Treasury official, I am pleased to
reintroduce this legislation to restore sanity to our nation's monetary policy. I thank
my colleague, Rep. Donalds, for joining me in reintroducing this bill." – Rep.
French Hill
 
Further Background:
 
This bill has the support of experts: Alex Pollock, Senior Fellow at the Mises
Institute, Joseph Salerno, Academic Vice President at the Mises Institute, and Paul
H. Kupiec, Senior Fellow at the American Enterprise Institute.
 
If a single mandate were to be adopted in the United States, it would align with that
of the European Central Bank, Swiss National Bank, Bank of Japan, and Bank of
Canada - among others.
 
More:
 
Reps. Hill, Donalds Introduce Bill To Focus Fed On Inflation

Donalds Votes For Five-Bill Legislative Package In Support Of American Jews
And Our Ally Israel

Last week I proudly stood in support of Jewish Americans and our ally Israel:
 
VOTED TO sanction Hamas supporters
VOTED TO declare a nuclear Iran unacceptable
VOTED TO aid Israel without funding Ukraine
VOTED TO condemn anti-Semitism at schools
VOTED AGAINST halting Tlaib's censure

House Republicans Pass Fifth, Sixth, And Seventh Appropriations Bills In
Johnson's First Week As Speaker

As of Friday, the House of Representatives has passed our 7th of 12 appropriations
bills.
 
This is our 3rd appropriations bill passed in the last week and a half.
 
Under Speaker Johnson, we're back to work, efficiently passing legislation and
working hard on behalf of the American people.

Community Updates

Donalds Office To Hold Veteran Roundtable

This November, our office will be holding a Veteran Roundtable on November 15th
from 5:30PM – 7:00PM.
 
The event will take place at 3405 Pelican Landing Parkway in Bonita Springs and
will be an open panel discussion regarding benefits, mental health, legislative
updates and resources.

Donalds Office To Hold Mobile Hours In Fort Myers

Need help with a federal agency?
 
On November 28 and November 29, my district offices are holding mobile hours
for FL-19 constituents at the Lee County Sheriff's Community Outreach Office:
2125 First Street, Suite 100, Fort Myers.
 

Tuesday, November 28th – 11:00AM - 1:00PM
Wednesday, November 29th – 11:00AM - 1:00PM

Team Donalds Attends Fort Myers Police Department Promotion Ceremony

This week, my team attended the Fort Myers Police Department's promotion
ceremony honoring six members of our community.
 
Congratulations to:

Chief of Staff - Randall Jones
Captain William Musante
Captain Roger Valdivia
Captain Shawn Yates
Captain Walter Mitchell
Captain Michael Walsh

Team Donalds Attends Event Honoring Local Holocaust Survivor

Eva Sands is a Holocaust Survivor and a celebrated member of our SWFL
community.
 
Last week, my team attended a veterans event in which VFW Post 7721 presented
Eva with an honorary flag.
 
As the scourge of vile anti-Semitism spreads, now more than ever we must share
stories like Eva's.

Team Donalds Attends Lee County Emergency Operations Center Ribbon
Cutting

Last week, my team attended the groundbreaking for the expansion of the Lee
County Public Safety Center's Emergency Operations Center.
 
This expansion will be a two-story, 36,873 square-foot structure and will host Lee
County's Public Safety Administration, Emergency Medical Services, Emergency
Communications Center, Public Safety Division of Emergency Communications,
Sheriff's Office Communications, and Department of Transportation Traffic
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Sheriff's Office Communications, and Department of Transportation Traffic
Operations Center.

Donalds Holds Interviews For Military Academy Nominating Board

Each year, my office has the expressed honor of nominating exceptional candidates
from across Southwest Florida to each of America's military academies.
 
Last week, my team and I sat down to interview members of our community who
will help join us in determining our 2024 candidates.

In The Media – Print Media 

Florida GOP Lawmaker Reveals Plan To Expose Gaps In Biometrics System
To Crack Down On Visa Overstays
 
Byron Donalds Offers Bill To Hold CPB Accountable For Not Creating
Biometric Entry/Exit System
 
Donalds To Introduce Bill To Improve Logistics Of Search And Rescue
Nationwide
 
Keeping RSW Safe: Florida Leaders Ask TSA To Send Out More Explosive
Detection Systems 
 
Reps. Hill, Donalds Introduce Bill To Focus Fed On Inflation
 
Rep. Fry, Donalds Lead Letter With Questions On Professor's Anti-Semitic
Post

In The Media – Digital Media 

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Fox & Friends Saturday on Fox News Channel
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Hannity on Fox News Channel
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Rob Schmitt Tonight on Newsmax
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Varney on Fox Business Network
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Fox Across America With Jimmy Failla on Fox
News Radio
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Newsline on Newsmax
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

Serving the hardworking men and women of Florida's 19th Congressional District is
my distinct honor and privilege. It's time Washington works for our community's
values, and I will always strive to ensure your government is working for you every
day. 
 
Sincerely,
 

Byron L. Donalds
Member of Congress
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