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Last week, my office was hard at work on Capitol Hill fighting to deliver
meaningful legislative solutions on behalf of our Southwest Florida community, the
State of Florida, and the American people.
 
The week began with our team sending a letter to SEC Chairman Gary Gensler to
express serious concerns regarding the SEC’s investigation into the video platform,
web hosting, and cloud services business, Rumble. It is no secret that Rumble has
risen to prominence by serving as the preeminent free speech alternative to Big
Tech media platforms and is home to many who were wrongfully censored or
deplatformed by Big Tech, often in coordination with the federal government. With
the presidential cycle now in full swing, the timing of this investigation suggests an
effort to either implicitly or explicitly influence Rumble’s role in the 2024 election
under the threat of constant litigation.
 
On Wednesday night, the House of Representatives passed my bill, H.R. 5528 – The
Safe and Smart Federal Purchasing Act, with a unanimous, bipartisan vote of 397-0.
As a member of the House Oversight and Accountability Committee, ensuring
proper governance and efficiency in federal operations are paramount concerns of
mine. Federal procurement processes—although often overlooked—are critical to
the operation of our government and necessitate comprehensive assessment. Simply
put, affordability considerations and associated national security risks of
procurement procedures must be thoroughly evaluated. I am proud to receive the
unanimous support of my colleagues on this proposal and look forward to its
introduction and successful passage in the Senate.
 
Later in the week, the House also voted on key legislation regarding the handling of
illegal aliens and terrorists within our nation. October 7th was the darkest day in
Jewish history since the Holocaust. H.R. 6679 will deny entry to the terrorists who
perpetrated these heinous atrocities–but the vote was not unanimous. It's deeply
concerning that this must be restated but foreign terrorists do not belong in our
country. I also voted in favor of H.R. 6976 – to deport illegal aliens who have
committed the crime of driving while drunk or impaired. The Biden White House
opposed this measure and 150 Democrats voted against this bill. This should have
been common sense and unanimous.
 
Over the weekend, the United States launched a series of strikes throughout the
Middle East and the Senate released the text of its amnesty deal. These strikes
should have occurred the same day our servicemembers were killed in Jordan. The
weakness that Biden has shown towards Iran over the past three years has
empowered bad actors across the Middle East. Trump's Maximum Pressure
campaign worked and economic sanctions will box Iran back-in. Furthermore, I am
a "No" on the Senate's amnesty deal. This bill would allow 5,000 illegal aliens per
day, 150,000 illegal aliens per month, and 1,800,000 illegal aliens per year into our
country. This bill also includes $60+ billion more to Ukraine. 269 days ago, House
Republicans passed a real solution to the border crisis–H.R. 2–and I will continue to
strongly advocate for it's swift passage in the Senate.
 
As your Congressman, you have my commitment to work on your behalf and
restore order and proper governance to The People's House. 

Legislative Updates

Donalds Probes The Securities And Exchange Commission For Potential
Election Interference

WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) sent a letter to
Chairman Gary Gensler of the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), to
express serious concerns regarding the SEC’s investigation into the video platform,
web hosting, and cloud services business, Rumble.

It is no secret that Rumble has risen to prominence by serving as the preeminent
free speech alternative to Big Tech media platforms and is home to many who were
wrongfully censored or deplatformed by Big Tech, often in coordination with the
federal government. With the presidential cycle now in full swing, the timing of this
investigation suggests an effort to either implicitly or explicitly influence Rumble’s
role in the 2024 election under the threat of constant litigation.

Breitbart News Exclusive – "Rep. Byron Donalds: SEC’s Investigation into
Rumble May Influence 2024 Election"
Social Media Summary Graphics Roll-Out HERE.
Read the Full Text of the Letter HERE or Below:

Dear Chairman Gensler:
 
I write to you to express serious concerns regarding the Securities and Exchange
Commission’s investigation into the video platform, web hosting and cloud services
business, Rumble.

In the denial of a November 2023 public records request from the outlet WIRED,
the Assistant General Counsel for Litigation and Administrative Practice at the
SEC, Melinda Hardy, confirmed that the documents sought pertaining to Rumble
were a part of an “active and ongoing” investigation.1 Following Rumble’s denial
of wrongdoing and voluntary compliance with SEC’s investigation, Rumble founder
and CEO Chris Pavlovski accused the SEC of collaborating with the investment
research firm and activist short seller, Culper Research, in an astroturfing effort to
damage Rumble.2 Not only does Culper Research have a short position against
Rumble and would thus financially benefit from its demise, but this is hardly the
first allegation of astroturfing by your agency.3 In fact, astroturfing seems to be
common practice at the SEC. Further, the timing and implication of this specific
instance reeks of government weaponization and political interference.

It is no secret that Rumble has risen to prominence by serving as the preeminent
free speech alternative to Big Tech media platforms. Having gone public in
September 2022, Rumble is quickly becoming one of the centerpieces of political
and social discourse. In 2023, Rumble was granted the exclusive online streaming
rights to the Republican presidential primary debates and is home to many who
were wrongfully censored or deplatformed by Big Tech, often in coordination with
the federal government. With the presidential cycle now in full swing, the timing of
this investigation suggests an effort to either implicitly or explicitly influence
Rumble’s role in the 2024 election under the threat of constant litigation. Given
these facts, I respectfully request a written response to the following questions:
 

1. Has anyone at, associated with or acting on behalf of the SEC contacted or
been contacted by Christian Lamarco or any representative of Culper
Research?

2. If yes, when and how frequently?
3. Did the SEC consider or in any way rely on an April 27th, 2023, report by

Culper Research in opening its investigation into Rumble?
4. Did the SEC consider or in any way rely on a May 16th, 2023, report by

Culper Research in opening its investigation into Rumble?
5. Has anyone at, associated with or acting on behalf of the SEC contacted or

been contacted by anyone in the Biden administration regarding Rumble?
6. Has anyone at, associated with or acting on behalf of the SEC contacted or

been contacted by anyone at, associated with or acting on behalf of any other
federal regulatory or law enforcement agency?

7. Has anyone at, associated with or acting on behalf of the SEC contacted or
been contacted by anyone at, associated with or acting on behalf of the Biden
campaign?

In addition to a written response to the questions above, I respectfully request that
your agency preserve and provide my office with any and all documents and
communications pertaining to the SEC’s investigation into Rumble. To follow up or
if you have any questions, please reach out to my office directly at (202) 225-2536.
Thank you for your time and attention, I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Byron Donalds (FL-19) Member of Congress

Donalds Bill To Evaluate Federal Purchasing Standards Passes House 397-0

WASHINGTON – The U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 5528 – The
Safe and Smart Federal Purchasing Act, with a unanimous, bipartisan vote of 397-0.
 
This commonsense proposal to evaluate potential national security risks associated
with certain federal purchasing protocols is sponsored by Congressman Byron
Donalds (R-FL) and is the congressman's thirteenth piece of legislation that has
passed the U.S. House of Representatives during the 118th Congress. Donalds
released the following statement:
 
"As a member of the House Oversight and Accountability Committee, ensuring
proper governance and efficiency in federal operations are paramount concerns of
mine. Federal procurement processes—although often overlooked—are critical to
the operation of our government and necessitate comprehensive assessment. Simply
put, affordability considerations and associated national security risks of
procurement procedures must be thoroughly evaluated. I am proud to receive the
unanimous support of my colleagues on this proposal and look forward to its
introduction and successful passage in the Senate."
 
More:
 

Video of House Floor Debate Over H.R. 5528 – The Safe and Smart Federal
Purchasing Act HERE.
Video of House Floor Passage of H.R. 5528 – The Safe and Smart Federal
Purchasing Act HERE.
Social Media Summary Graphics Roll-Out HERE.
Read the Full Text of the Bill HERE.

Donalds Remarks at House Financial Services Committee Hearing

Congressman Donalds attended a full committee hearing of the House Financial
Services Committee to analyze and examine federal banking proposals offered
under the Biden Administration.

The Time Is Now To Pass H.R. 2

The situation at our Southern border is untenable and it worsens by the day as we
continue to reach new record highs in nearly every tracked statistic.
 
Now more than ever, it is time for the Senate to pass H.R. 2 and restore law and
order to our great nation.
 
(Published in "Life in Naples Magazine" on February 1, 2024)

Donalds Votes To Deny Entry To Foreign Terrorists

10/7 was the darkest day in Jewish history since the Holocaust.
 
H.R. 6679 will deny entry to the terrorists who perpetrated these heinous atrocities.
 
But the vote was NOT unanimous.
 
It's deeply concerning this must be restated but foreign terrorists DO NOT belong in
our country.

Donalds Votes To Deport Illegal Aliens Who Have Committed DUI's

ICYMI: I voted in favor of H.R. 6976 – to deport illegal aliens who have committed
the crime of driving while drunk or impaired.
 
The Biden White House opposed this measure & 150 Democrats voted against this
bill. This should have been common sense & unanimous.

Donalds Comments On U.S. Airstrikes In The Middle East

These strikes should have occurred the SAME DAY our servicemembers were
killed.
 
The weakness that Biden has shown towards Iran over the past 3yrs has empowered
bad actors across the Middle East.
 
Trump's Maximum Pressure campaign WORKED.
Economic sanctions will box Iran back-in.

Donalds Comments On Recently Released Senate Amnesty Deal

5,000 illegal aliens per day.
150,000 illegal aliens per month.
1,800,000 illegal aliens per year.
 
$60+ BILLION MORE to Ukraine.
 
This Senate deal is TRASH, plain and simple. 269 days ago, House Republicans
passed a REAL SOLUTION to the border crisis, H.R. 2 –
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2

Donalds Backs The "Human Trafficking Awareness Training Act"

Biden's disastrous border policy supercharged human trafficking to unprecedented
levels.
 
It's critical that Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers provide trainees with
proper tools to ID, respond to & eradicate human trafficking.
 
Proud to join Rep. Cammack on this measure.

Community Updates

Team Donalds Attends Naturalization Ceremony

My team was in attendance at the naturalization ceremony for 24 new American
citizens.
 
LEGAL IMMIGRATION is one of America's greatest assets & these 24 individuals
followed all our laws & procedures to become citizens the RIGHT WAY.
 
Welcome to our Southwest Florida community.

Team Donalds Attends Ribbon-Cutting At Local Small Business

Cloud9Exotics is an exotic and luxury car rental business with multiple locations
across Florida and New York.
 
My team was in attendance to celebrate the ribbon-cutting ceremony for their
newest Naples location within our Southwest Florida community.

Team Donalds Congratualtes Griffin Tirollo On Reaching Eagle Scout

Griffin Tirollo is a 14 year old with big plans; he is intent on attending the U.S. Air
Force Academy and joining the Air Force Fighter Pilot Program.
 
Thursday night he received the distinguished rank of Eagle Scout and notably, only
5% of scouts make it to Eagle, most when they are just before turning 18.
 
Congratulations to Griffin on this impressive and well-deserved honor.

Team Donalds Celebrates Black History Month

Championed by the heroic bravery of our trailblazing predecessors, Black history is
an integral part of our shared American story.
 
Together, we reflect upon the contributions of the Black community & pay homage
to the courageous leaders who forged a better future for our nation.

Team Donalds Remembers Florida State Legend Mike Martin

40 straight winning seasons in 40 years.
Most all time College World Series Appearances.
The winningest coach in NCAA  history.
 
Mike Martin was a Florida State Seminoles legend, a consummate professional & a
storied ambassador for the game of baseball.
 
Rest in Peace 11.

Team Donalds Remembers The Heroic Crew Of The Space Shuttle Columbia

21 years ago, our country lost seven heroic astronauts who braved the unknown in
pursuit of science.
 
May the courageous crew of the Space Shuttle Columbia never be forgotten.
 
Rick Husband
William C McCool
Michael P Anderson
Kalpana Chawla
David M Brown
Laurel Clark
Ilan Ramon

In The Media – Print Media 

Exclusive — Rep. Byron Donalds: SEC’s Investigation Into Rumble May
Influence 2024 Election
 
Florida Rep. Byron Donalds Calls For Biden To “Cut Off” Iran Economically
 
Donalds Says Biden, Like Mayorkas, Should be Impeached Over Border Crisis
 
Donalds Says Cori Bush 'Up to No Good,' Questions Ilhan Omar's Allegiance
to U.S.
 
Byron Donalds to Newsmax: Schwerin Could Help Our Investigation
 
House Republicans Say Speaker Is Right to Doubt Unpublished Senate Border
Deal

In The Media – Digital Media 

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Inside Politics Sunday on CNN
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

https://Daniel.First@mail.house.gov/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2024/01/29/exclusive-rep-byron-donalds-secs-investigation-into-rumble-may-influence-2024-election/
https://donalds.house.gov/uploadedfiles/social_media_rollout_gensler_rumble_investigation_letter_1.29.24.pdf
https://donalds.house.gov/uploadedfiles/letter_to_gensler_rumble_investigation.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1KvTkINOBs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR7tlQ5Sqg8
https://donalds.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Social_Media_Rollout_H.R._5528_Passage_1.30.24.pdf
https://donalds.house.gov/UploadedFiles/The_Safe_and_Smart_Federal_Purchasing_Act.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWqlX9iED-M
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2024/01/29/exclusive-rep-byron-donalds-secs-investigation-into-rumble-may-influence-2024-election/
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-rep-byron-donalds-calls-for-biden-to-cut-off-iran-economically/
https://floridianpress.com/2024/01/donalds-says-biden-like-mayorkas-should-be-impeached-over-border-crisis-video/
https://floridianpress.com/2024/01/donalds-says-cori-bush-up-to-no-good-questions-ilhan-omars-allegiance-to-u-s/
https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/byron-donalds-eric-schwerin-testified/2024/01/30/id/1151611/
https://www.ntd.com/house-republicans-say-speaker-is-right-to-doubt-unpublished-senate-border-deal_970403.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fN5fLN4qN5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fN5fLN4qN5E


ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Kudlow on Fox Business Network
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined The Benny Show
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined The Epoch Times Digital Media
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Daybreak With Drew Steele On 92.5 Fox News
Radio Fort Myers
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined The Floridian Press For An Exclusive Sit-Down
Interview
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Newsline on Newsmax
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined CBS Fort Myers WINK News For An Exclusive Sit-
Down Interview With Reporter Claire Galt
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Life, Liberty & Levin on Fox News Channel
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

Serving the hardworking men and women of Florida's 19th Congressional District is
my distinct honor and privilege. It's time Washington works for our community's
values, and I will always strive to ensure your government is working for you every
day. 
 
Sincerely,
 

Byron L. Donalds
Member of Congress

O0ce Locations:
Washington DC O0ce 
1719 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2536

Collier County O0ce
3299 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 105

Naples, FL 34112
(239) 252-6225

Lee County O0ce
1039 SE 9th Ave, Suite 308

Cape Coral, FL 33990
(239) 599-6033

https://facebook.com/
https://twitter.com/
https://instagram.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fN5fLN4qN5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5P023ZaxAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5P023ZaxAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkHUhO_0Zr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkHUhO_0Zr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtlvqVOuvxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtlvqVOuvxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4aOwYiEWpR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4aOwYiEWpR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUDGBM0FrYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUDGBM0FrYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e0Eq0FZKHQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e0Eq0FZKHQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUMrRUowWFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUMrRUowWFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RP5nQlU76M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RP5nQlU76M

