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Last week, my office was hard at work on Capitol Hill holding the radicals in the
Biden administration accountable and delivering upon meaningful solutions on
behalf of our Southwest Florida community, the State of Florida, and the American
people.
 
On the legislative front, I joined an initiative to demand that U.S. Customs and
Border Protection investigate possible cases of visa fraud committed by colleges
and universities when they fail to enforce rules unilaterally to protect foreign
national students. This comes as foreign national students have been identified as
perpetrators of the illegal activity occurring on our nation's campuses. Universities
have failed to apply consequences to foreign students who are in the United States
on limited educational visas. I stand with Rep. Beth Van Duyne in demanding that
U.S. Customs and Border Protection investigate any possible cases of visa fraud
regarding those involved in recent illegal activity on America's campuses. If you are
not a U.S. citizen and you commit crimes in this country, your visa should be
revoked.
 
As the week progressed, a public hearing was scheduled in the House Oversight &
Accountability Committee with Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser to
examine her refusal to activate Washington, D.C.'s Metropolitan Police Department
(MPD) in clearing-out the anti-Semitic and unlawful protestors occupying George
Washington University (GWU). Early on the morning of the hearing, Bowser
relented under our pressure. For days, Hamas-apologists illegally overtook George
Washington University, harassed and intimidated Jewish Americans. Mayor Bowser
refused to take action and only did so after the House Oversight and Accountability
Committee met with George Washington University leadership, toured the
encampment, and scheduled a public hearing. It never should have come to this.
 
In other legislative news, Saturday marked one year since House-passage of H.R. 2
– The Secure The Border Act. President Joe Biden systematically dismantled our
border by implementing dozens of Executive Actions. He could reverse them all
tomorrow but he refuses. Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas even
bragged about it and now our nation has lost operational control of our border to
Mexican drug cartels. The only border bill that passed either house of Congress is
H.R. 2, yet Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer has now spent an entire year
refusing to consider it or even debate it. This is wrong and he must take action on
behalf the American people.
 
Finally, last week, Joe Biden violated the House Democrats' standard for
presidential impeachment. On December 18, 2019, House Democrats impeached
President Trump and set a new political precedent for our nation. Joe Biden has
flagrantly violated this new precedent and is withholding congressionally approved
aid to our ally Israel because he cannot afford to lose the votes of swing state
radicals. By the Democrats’ own standard, Joe Biden deserves to be impeached.
 
As your Congressman, you have my commitment to work on your behalf and
restore order and proper governance to The People's House. 

Legislative Updates

Donalds Statement On Yom HaShoah–Holocaust Remembrance Day 2024

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) released the following
statement in acknowledgment of Yom HaShoah–Holocaust Remembrance Day
2024:
 
"Much has changed in the past year. On October 7, 2023, Iranian-backed Hamas
terrorists infiltrated Israel’s Southern Border with genocidal intentions, committed
heinous war crimes, took hundreds of hostages, and carried-out the worst mass-
murder of the Jewish people since the Holocaust.
 
"Within months, the vile scourge of anti-Semitism has swept across our nation and
Jewish students are being intimidated, assaulted, and blocked from living their lives,
simply because of their religious identity. This is profoundly un-American and this
must end NOW.
 
"On this day, we come together to honor the memories of the six million Jews and
countless others who were senselessly and systematically murdered during the
Holocaust. 'Never Again' is so much more than a slogan. This Yom HaShoah,
'Never Again' is NOW. And you have my unwavering support in ensuring our
nation stands firmly in defense of the Jewish people."

Donalds Statement On Actions Taken To Clear-Out The Illegal Encampment
At George Washington University

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) released the following
statement after Washington, D.C.'s Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) cleared-
out the anti-Semitic and unlawful protestors occupying George Washington
University (GWU):
 
"For days, Hamas-apologists illegally overtook George Washington University,
harassed and intimidated Jewish Americans. Mayor Bowser refused to take action
and only did so after the House Oversight and Accountability Committee met with
George Washington University leadership, toured the encampment, and scheduled a
public hearing for today. It never should have come to this."

Donalds Investigates Visa Fraud Sheltering Foreign Perpetrators Of Recent
Illegal Activity On Campuses

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) co-signed a letter offered
by Congresswoman Beth Van Duyne (R-TX) to demand that U.S. Customs and
Border Protection investigate possible cases of visa fraud committed by colleges
and universities when they fail to enforce rules unilaterally to protect foreign
national students.
 
The letter has received support from forty additional members of the House
Republican Conference and comes as foreign national students have been identified
as perpetrators of the illegal activity occurring on our nation's campuses.
Congressman Donalds released the following statement:
 
"Universities have failed to apply consequences to foreign students who are in the
United States on limited educational visas. I stand with Rep. Beth Van Duyne in
demanding that U.S. Customs and Border Protection investigate any possible cases
of visa fraud regarding those involved in recent illegal activity on America's
campuses. If you are not a U.S. citizen and you commit crimes in this country, your
visa should be revoked."
 
 
Read the full text of the letter HERE or below:
 
 
Troy A. Miller
Senior Official Performing the Duties of the Commissioner
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20229
 
Dear Mr. Miller,
 
I write today to demand U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) investigate any
possible cases of visa fraud perpetuated by college and university administrators as
it pertains to the demonstrations and unrest that have taken place in response to the
ongoing Israel-Hamas war.
 
Since the horrific attacks and subsequent violence carried out by Hamas and Iran-
backed proxy groups against the State of Israel on October 7, 2023, there has been a
dramatic uptick in antisemitic protests, rallies, and demonstrations expressing
support for Israel’s enemies and, at times, explicitly calling for violence against
Jewish and Israeli Americans. Demonstration activity on college campuses
specifically has spiked in the last several weeks, particularly at wellestablished
universities such as Columbia University. In many instances, Jewish activities and
spaces, such as Cornell University’s Jewish center, have been directly targeted by
demonstrators. The concern over additional violence by the protestors has had
consequences ranging from canceled and remote-only classes to canceled
graduation ceremonies, leaving innocent bystanders forced to bear the brunt of the
consequences.
 
Of particular concern is the unwillingness and at times outright refusal of university
officials to enforce school codes of conduct. There have been reports of failures by
university administrators to apply consequences for violation of codes of conduct,
such as suspension, to foreign students who are in the U.S. on limited educational
visas explicitly due to the potential legal ramifications, such as confiscation of
lawful status and/or deportation. Failure to apply consequences to visa holders
directly impacts these students’ eligibility to remain in the U.S. lawfully and doing
so for that purpose would constitute visa fraud. The federal government has a
responsibility to ensure visa-holding immigrants are adhering to the same laws and
codes of conduct to which American citizens are also bound.
 
I therefore demand CBP launch an investigation into Columbia University,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the University at Texas at Austin, as
well as any other colleges or universities where mass demonstration activity is
taking place to determine whether and to what degree university officials are
committing visa fraud through their concealment of information, noncooperation
with law enforcement, and refusal to enforce codes of conduct.
 
cc: Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Donalds Statement On President Biden's Flagrant Violation Of The House
Democrats' Impeachment Standard

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) released the following
statement regarding President Joe Biden's flagrant violation of the House
Democrats' impeachment standard:
 
“On December 18, 2019, House Democrats impeached President Trump and set a
new political precedent for our nation. Joe Biden has flagrantly violated this new
precedent and is withholding congressionally approved aid to our ally Israel
because he cannot afford to lose the votes of swing state radicals. By the
Democrats’ own standard, Joe Biden deserves to be impeached."

Saturday Marked One Year Of Senate Refusal To Consider H.R. 2

Biden systematically dismantled our border by exec action & could reverse it all
tomorrow.
 
Mayorkas even bragged about it & now we’ve lost operational control to the cartels.
 
The ONLY border bill that passed is HR 2, yet Schumer has spent an entire year
refusing to consider it.
 
See House Homeland Security Committee video HERE.
See House Republican Conference Statement HERE.

Donalds Celebrates Southwest Florida Shrimpers By Reaffirming Legislative
Support For Southwest Florida's Seafood Industry

Shrimpers play a pivotal role in our local economy, culture, & community.
 
Last month, I joined Congressman Troy Nehls (R-TX) in demanding that OUR
taxpayer dollars aren't used to sabotage Southwest Florida's seafood industry.
 
On this National Shrimp Day, I am proud to stand as your advocate in Congress.

Community Updates

Team Donalds To Hold Mobile Office Hours This Wednesday In Fort Myers

Need help with a federal agency?
 
In addition to our district offices in Naples & Cape Coral, THIS WEEK, we are
holding mobile hours for constituents of Florida's 19th Congressional District.
 
WHEN: Wednesday, May 15th – 11AM - 2PM
WHERE: 9920 FGCU S Court, Fort Myers, FL 33913

Team Donalds Congratulates Florida Everblades On Advancing To The ECHL
Eastern Conference Finals

Congratulations to the Florida Everblades on again advancing to the ECHL Eastern
Conference Finals for the 3rd year in a row & the 5th time in the past 7 seasons!
 
Wishing our back-to-back defending champions the best of luck as they work to
accomplish an unprecedented THREE-PEAT!

Happy Mother's Day From Team Donalds

My mother raised me & my siblings on her own. Her love & dedication helped
ensure I reached my potential.
 
Thankful for my mother & blessed beyond measure for my wife Erika–the amazing
mother of our 3 boys & a passionate advocate for children across America.
 
Happy Mother's Day!

Florida Ranked #1 In the Nation For Education

ICYMI: For the second year in a row, U.S. News & World Report has ranked
Florida as the NUMBER 1 state in the nation for education.
 
See Report HERE.

Donalds Statement On Recent Storm Damage In North Florida

On Friday morning, communities across the Panhandle and North Florida incurred
severe storm damage.
 
We pray for the strength and resilience of all involved.

In The Media – Print Media 

Donalds Demands Investigation Into Potential Visa Fraud At Antisemitic
College Protests
 
SAVING MONEY ON INSURANCE: Donalds, Scott Propose Tax Breaks For
Flood Insurance
 
Mace Sponsors Bill To Push CBP To Use Blockchain At The Border
 
FISHES Act Introduced To Cut Red Tape In Delivery of Disaster Funds

In The Media – Digital Media 

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox News Channel The Ingraham Angle
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox Business Network Varney
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Newsmax The Chris Salcedo Show
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox News Radio Fox Across America With Jimmy Failla
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on 92.5 Fox News Radio Fort Myers Daybreak With Drew
Steele
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox 4 Southwest Florida WFTX Exclusive
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on CBS Fort Myers WINK News at 6:00 AM
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on CBS Fort Myers WINK News at 4:00 PM
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:
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ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Bloomberg TV Balance of Power
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox Business Network Mornings With Maria
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds on Fox News Channel Fox & Friends
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

Serving the hardworking men and women of Florida's 19th Congressional District is
my distinct honor and privilege. It's time Washington works for our community's
values, and I will always strive to ensure your government is working for you every
day. 
 
Sincerely,
 

Byron L. Donalds
Member of Congress
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