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Last week my office was hard at work on Capitol Hill holding the radicals in the
Biden administration accountable and delivering upon meaningful solutions on
behalf of our Southwest Florida community, the State of Florida, and the American
people.
 
On the legislative front, I introduced H.R. 7530 – "D.C. Criminal Reform to
Immediately Make Everyone Safer (D.C. CRIMES) Act." This is the 72nd piece of
legislation that I have proposed during the 118th Congress and it seeks to utilize
Congressional control in order to reduce skyrocketing crime in our nation's capital.
By Thursday, the House Oversight and Accountability Committee had already
advanced my legislation to the floor of the House of Representatives with a vote of
the committee's majority.
 
Our nation's capital is experiencing a historic crime wave as a result progressive,
soft-on-crime policy. This man-made public safety crisis is unacceptable. Congress
has a constitutional responsibility to oversee the District of Columbia and it is
imperative that we act quickly to assert our control when local government fails to
do its job. The American people deserve a safe capital city and I will not stand idly-
by as it descends into chaos.
 
You may have missed it, but last week, the SEC released a new Climate Disclosure
Rule. This is another example of executive agency overreach into businesses.
Essentially, the SEC turned itself into an environmental regulator and is using its
power over businesses to circumvent the will of Congress and the American people.
Ultimately, the greatest impact of the increased compliance costs and barriers to
entry will be felt by small and medium-sized businesses. The big corporations will
become larger while small businesses will be wiped out. As Republican
Commissioner Mark Uyeda said, 'the SEC went outside of its lane and set precedent
of using its disclosure regime to drive social change.' This rule has nothing to do
with investment decisions or the financial performance of regulated business
entities.
 
Most notably, President Biden gave his State of the Union speech to a joint session
of Congress. Biden's State of the Union was disgusting. It was partisan. It was a
campaign speech. It attacked our institutions. It was a prove-it speech to the
Democrat base. It was not about our country. It did not address the true state of the
union, which is unraveling before our eyes. The state of our union is in crisis.
Millions of unvetted illegal aliens have entered our country since Biden became
president and our border is in crisis. Biden's reckless and inflationary overspending
has created a cost-of-living crisis. Our cities are experiencing a crime crisis. The
weaponization of our government by politicized bureaucrats has caused a lawfare
crisis. Biden's projected weakness on the world stage has caused a foreign policy
crisis. We must do better.
 
In his State of the Union speech, Biden called Laken Riley's illegal alien killer an
"illegal." Over the weekend the activist left forced him to apologize for using the
term. They did not force him to apologize for: (1) Letting in millions of unvetted
illegals, (2) Refusing to say Laken Riley's name until he was heckled, (3) Calling
Laken Riley the name of USC's football coach. This week, 170 Democrats even
voted against the policy that would have prevented Laken Riley's death. This
administration and Congressional Democrats are painfully out of touch and refuse
to put the American people first.
 
As your Congressman, you have my commitment to work on your behalf and
restore order and proper governance to The People's House. 

Legislative Updates

Donalds Combats The Progressive, Soft-On-Crime Sentencing Policies
Plaguing Our Nation's Capital

WASHINGTON - Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) introduced
legislation to prohibit Washington D.C.'s Council from pursuing progressive, soft-
on-crime policy.
 
The "D.C. Criminal Reform to Immediately Make Everyone Safer (D.C. CRIMES)
Act" is the 72nd piece of legislation proposed by Congressman Donalds during the
118th Congress and seeks to utilize Congressional control in order to reduce
skyrocketing crime in our nation's capital. Original cosponsors of the "D.C.
CRIMES Act" include Rep. Andy Biggs (R-AZ,) Rep. Gary Palmer (R-AL) and
Rep. William Timmons (R-SC.) Congressman Donalds released the following
statement:
 
"Our nation's capital is experiencing a historic crime wave as a result progressive,
soft-on-crime policy. This man-made public safety crisis is unacceptable. Congress
has a constitutional responsibility to oversee the District of Columbia and it is
imperative that we act quickly to assert our control when local government fails to
do its job. The American people deserve a safe capital city and I will not stand idly-
by as it descends into chaos."
 
 
SUMMARY:

Asserts Congressional control over the District by prohibiting the D.C.
Council from pursuing progressive soft-on-crime sentencing policy
Addresses juvenile crime by lowering D.C.’s definition of a “youth” from
under 25 years old to under 18, resulting in individuals 18 and older properly
treated and tried as adults.
Removes judicial discretion that allows youth offenders to be sentenced below
the mandatory minimum for a crime.
Requires the D.C. Attorney General to establish a public website containing
statistics on juvenile crime, which will help Congress craft future juvenile D.C
crime reform policies
Prohibits the D.C. Council from enacting any additional changes to D.C.’s
mandatory minimum sentences and justice guidelines, strengthening
Congressional authority over the District’s criminal sentencing system.

 
BACKGROUND:

Crime in D.C. has increased 30% in one year from 2022 to 2023.
In 2023, homicides were up 29% from 2022, and homicides doubled since
2012.
Violent crime has increased by 37% from 2022 to 2023––with robberies rising
65%.
Motor vehicle thefts have increased by 107% in 2023 compared to 2022.
The D.C. Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) has lost over 1,200
members since 2020, and staffing levels remain the lowest they have been in
the last 50 years.

 
TIMELINE:

The D.C. Council passed the Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022 (RCCA)
(D.C. Act 24-789), which eliminated mandatory minimum sentences for all
crimes except first degree murder, eliminated life sentences, and reduced
maximum penalties for violent crimes.
Congress responded by blocking this reckless D.C. Act from taking effect by
advancing the bipartisan H.J.Res. 26 into law (P.L. 118-1).
The D.C. Council then passed another bill—the Comprehensive Policing and
Justice Reform Amendment Act of 2022 (D.C. Act 24-781)—which targeted
DC Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) officers and their ability to
combat rising crime.
Congress attempted to block this Act with H.J.Res. 42, but President Biden
vetoed the bipartisan disapproval resolution, ensuring D.C.’s anti-police
reforms went into effect.

 
MORE:

See Fox News Exclusive HERE.
Read the bill in its entirety HERE.
See Graphics Roll-Out HERE.

Donalds Statement On The Securities And Exchange Commission's Finalized
Climate Disclosure Rule

WASHINGTON – Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) released the following
statement after the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) issued its final rule
to require climate-related risk disclosures:
 
"The SEC’s Climate Disclosure Rule is another example of executive agency
overreach into businesses. Essentially, the SEC turned itself into an environmental
regulator and is using its power over businesses to circumvent the will of Congress
and the American people. Ultimately, the greatest impact of the increased
compliance costs and barriers to entry will be felt by small and medium-sized
businesses. The big corporations will become larger while small businesses will be
wiped out. As Republican Commissioner Mark Uyeda said, 'the SEC went outside
of its lane and set precedent of using its disclosure regime to drive social change.'
This rule has nothing to do with investment decisions or the financial performance
of regulated business entities."

Donalds Meets With Local Small Business Owners

Small businesses are the lifeblood of our economy.
 
I joined franchisees from our SWFL community, our state & our nation, to discuss
key issues affecting small business owners.
 
We must ensure government does not stifle growth & operations with burdensome
regulatory policy.

Donalds Attends House Financial Services Full Committee Hearing

Congressman Donalds attended a full committee hearing of the House Financial
Services Committee entitled, "Politicized Financial Regulation and its Impact on
Consumer Credit and Community Development."
 
See the Congressman's remarks here or below:

Donalds D.C. CRIMES Act Advances Out Of Committee To House Floor

On Thursday afternoon, my bill, H.R. 7530 – "The D.C. CRIMES Act" advanced
out of the House Oversight and Accountability Committee.
 
Congress has a responsibility to oversee D.C. & it's imperative we act quickly to
assert control.
 
America deserves a safe capital city & I WILL NOT stand idly-by as it descends
into chaos.
 
See footage of H.R. 7530's advancement here or below:

170 Democrats Vote Against Bill That Would Have Prevented Laken Riley's
Death

Laken Riley was murdered in cold blood by Jose Ibarra – an illegal alien who had
committed previous crimes in NY.
 
This NEVER should have happened & today we voted to to ensure ALL criminal
illegals like Ibarra will be arrested & detained.
 
170 Democrats STILL voted against this.

The State Of Our Union Is In Crisis

The state of our union is in CRISIS:

7M+ unvetted illegals & our border is in CRISIS
Biden-inflation created a cost-of-living CRISIS
Our cities are experiencing a crime CRISIS
Weaponized gov. has caused a lawfare CRISIS
Weakness has caused a foreign policy CRISIS

Donalds Backs New Legislation To Secure The Border

Problems necessitate action and it is time for the implementation of an evidence-
based solution backed with years of successful data from the Trump administration.
 
I stand with Rep. Boebert to ensure the safety and security of the American people.
 
See Breitbart News exclusive here:

Community Updates

Save The Date: Congressional Art Competition

Our annual Congressional Art Competition for SWFL students living in Florida's
19th Congressional District has begun!
 
If you are interested in participating please submit your artwork to either our Lee
Co. or Collier Co. District Offices by FRIDAY April 12th.

Donalds Hosts Academy Day For SWFL Students

This week at FGCU, my team & I proudly hosted our annual Academy Day event.
 
Motivated students from across our Southwest Florida community were provided
with the knowledge & resources to apply to each of America's prestigious military
academies.
 
Thank you to all who joined us!

Team Donalds Celebrates Strong SWFL Women

Thrive SWFL is an organization that helps mothers from across our community who
are homeless or victims of domestic violence.
 
This week, my team listened to the stories of strong Southwest Florida women who
are on their way from surviving to thriving.

Donalds Takes On Anti-Israel Protestors

I've seen the footage & personally met survivors.
 
Hamas engaged in UNSPEAKABLE war crimes on 10/7 & continues to flagrantly
violate the Geneva Convention by using human shields.
 
This can all end if Hamas surrenders.
 
They REFUSE. Israel has a responsibility to obliterate Hamas.

Contact Our Office If You Have An Issue With A Federal Agency

The Bernado family came to my office needing urgent help regarding a visa issue
with USCIS.
 
My team worked diligently to ensure the Bernados received help & we were able to
solve their problem.
 
If you live in SWFL & have an issue with a federal agency my office is here to
help!

Attention Americans In Haiti

In The Media – Print Media 

House Republicans Eye Crackdown On Disturbing Youth Crime Spike In
Nation's Capital
 
Donalds Introduces Bill Against D.C. Soft-On-Crime Policy
 
Rep. Byron Donalds: I Found Biden Scolding Supreme Court In SOTU Speech
"Disgusting," "Outrageous"
 
Byron Donalds Finds It ‘Disgusting’ That Biden Scolded Supreme Court
During SOTU
 
Florida Rep. Byron Donalds Rips The 170 Democrats Who Voted Nay On
‘Laken Riley Act’
 
Rep. Donalds To Newsmax: SCOTUS Ruling On Trump 'Monumental'
 
DC Delegate Rails Against ‘Patronizing’ Bill Aimed At District Criminal
Reform

In The Media – Digital Media 

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Sunday Morning Futures on Fox News Channel
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:cc

https://Daniel.First@mail.house.gov/
https://donalds.house.gov/UploadedFiles/IntroText.DCCRIMESAct.Dondals.CRIMRFM_xml.pdf
https://donalds.house.gov/UploadedFiles/IntroText.DCCRIMESAct.Dondals.CRIMRFM_xml.pdf
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/house-republicans-eye-crackdown-disturbing-youth-crime-spike-nations-capital
https://donalds.house.gov/UploadedFiles/IntroText.DCCRIMESAct.Dondals.CRIMRFM_xml.pdf
https://x.com/RepDonaldsPress/status/1765162003755159986?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y0SfT82EFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y0SfT82EFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrCDFSq-tU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrCDFSq-tU8
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2024/03/08/exclusive-rep-lauren-boebert-introduces-build-wall-deport-them-all-act/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXLmgC9Hy7g
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/house-republicans-eye-crackdown-disturbing-youth-crime-spike-nations-capital
https://floridianpress.com/2024/03/donalds-intros-bill-against-dc-soft-on-crime-policy/
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2024/03/10/rep_byron_donalds_i_found_biden_scolding_supreme_court_in_sotu_speech_disgusting.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/4522482-byron-donalds-finds-it-disgusting-that-biden-scolded-supreme-court-during-sotu/
https://www.tampafp.com/florida-rep-byron-donalds-rips-the-170-democrats-who-voted-nay-on-laken-riley-act/
https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/byron-donalds-newsmax-donald-trump/2024/03/04/id/1155903/
https://wtop.com/dc/2024/03/surely-patronizing-d-cs-congressional-delegate-rails-against-a-bill-aimed-at-district-criminal-reform/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfowfokoJBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfowfokoJBY


ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined 103.5 FM WTOP News Washington, D.C.
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined State of the Union Live Coverage on NBC News
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined State of the Union Live Coverage on CBS News
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined The Bottom Line on Fox Business Network
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined The Austin Rhodes Show on News-Talk WGAC
Augusta, GA
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Daybreak With Drew Steele on 92.5 Fox News Radio
Fort Myers, FL
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Fox & Friends on Fox News Channel
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined The Benny Show
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined American Agenda on Newsmax
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

ICYMI: Rep. Donalds Joined Fox News Sunday on Fox
 
Watch my full interview HERE or click below:

Serving the hardworking men and women of Florida's 19th Congressional District is
my distinct honor and privilege. It's time Washington works for our community's
values, and I will always strive to ensure your government is working for you every
day. 
 
Sincerely,
 

Byron L. Donalds
Member of Congress
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfowfokoJBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAfzYVDvW3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAfzYVDvW3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94frxUmNAmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94frxUmNAmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76vRKHueWxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76vRKHueWxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWS76tspzwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWS76tspzwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_bun4ib_qE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_bun4ib_qE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTtHSvBtmVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTtHSvBtmVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk5bPRAdET8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk5bPRAdET8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izT3WrgcncM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izT3WrgcncM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8LqodRFKvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8LqodRFKvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsGHzCk0fZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsGHzCk0fZ8

