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Donalds Bipartisan Bill To Expedite Disaster Relief For
Fisheries Signed Into Law By The President

WASHINGTON - This weekend, H.R. 5103 — "The Bipartisan Fishery
Improvement to Streamline untimely regulatory Hurdles post Emergency Situation
Act (FISHES) Act," was signed into law by the President of the United States.

"The Bipartisan FISHES Act" is broadly-supported, bipartisan legislation to
improve the federal regulatory process associated with the allocation of fishery
disaster relief. Specifically, this commonsense and solutions-oriented bill seeks to
expedite the distribution of federal disaster relief following official fishery disaster
declarations—which the State of Florida has requested seven times since 2012.

H.R. 5103 1s sponsored by Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL) and passed both
the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate with votes of unanimous
support. The legislation has received the support of 160 endorsing entities including
107 organizations, and fifty-two members of the U.S. House of Representatives and
the U.S. Senate. Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) 1s the sponsor of "The Bipartisan
FISHES Act" Senate companion bill.

“For years, fishery disaster determinations across our nation have been left pending
due to bureaucratic inaction,” said Congressman Byron Donalds (R-FL). “This
includes the catastrophic devastation caused by Hurricane Ian to our Southwest
Florida community. This is a national problem; this 1s wrong; this must change; and
this is why I introduced ‘The FISHES Act’ alongside Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) to
expedite fishery disaster relief to communities in need. Thank you to my colleagues
in Congress for advancing this critical legislation to the President’s desk and thank
you to the President for signing this bill into law. Government must put the
American people first and I am proud to stand-up for coastal communities across
our nation.”

Bill Support:

e 107 Supporting Organizations:

o Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission; Gulf States Marine
Fisheries Commission; Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission;
American Sportfishing Association; Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies; Bonefish and Tarpon Trust; Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation; FL Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; National
Audubon Society; Captains for Clean Water; American Conservation
Coalition Action; Angler Action Foundation; Marine Industries
Association of SWFL and Tampa Bay; Gulf Shellfish Institute; Florida
Guides Association; National Association of Charterboat Operators;
Southern Offshore Fishing Association; Coastal Conservation
Association; Center for Sportfishing Policy; The Nature Conservancy;
International Game and Fish Association; Reef Life Foundation;
Resource Development Council for Alaska; National Fisheries Institute;
Florida Keys Commercial Fishermen’s Association; BoatU.S.; Fish is
America; Panama City Boatman’s Association; Association of Marina
Industries; Southeastern Fisheries Association; North Carolina Fisheries
Association; Louisiana Shrimp Association; Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish
Shareholders’ Alliance; Southern Shrimp Alliance; South Carolina
Shrimpers Association; Diving Equipment and Marketing Association;
Pontchartrain  Conservancy; Florida Restaurant and Lodging
Association; Everglades Trust; Marine Retailers Association of the
Americas; Organized Fishermen of Florida; North Florida Marine
Association; Marine Industries Association of Palm Beach County;
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership; Marine Industries
Association of the Treasure Coast; Charter Fishermans Association;
Destin Charter Boat Association; Small Business & Entrepreneurship
Council; Florida Stone Crab Association; Fishing Communities
Coalition; Gulf Fisherman’s Association; Florida Commercial
Watermen’s Conservation; Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber; Sanibel and
Captiva Chamber of Commerce; United States Shrimpers Coalition;
United Fishermen of Alaska; Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association;
Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance; Alaska Longline
Fishermen’s Association; Marine Industries Association of Florida;
Golden State Salmon Association; Georgia Commercial Fisherman
Association; National Marine Manufacturers Association; Audubon
Florida; Ocean Conservancy; Conservancy of SWFL; Cypress Chapter
[zaak Walton League of America; Bergeron Everglades Foundation;
Oceana; Texas Shrimp Association; North Carolina Watermen United;
Blue Water Fishermen’s Association; Alabama Commercial Fisherman
Association; Wildlife Forever; Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation;
Florida Retail Federation; FL Shore & Beach Preservation Association;
Florida Ocean Alliance; The Billfish Foundation; Virginia Restaurant,
Lodging & Travel Association; Michigan Boating Industries
Association; East Farm Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island;
Maine Lobstermen’s Association; Mote Marine Laboratory; Cordova
District Fishermen United; Midwater Trawlers Cooperative; National
Marine Distributors Association; Restore America’s Estuaries; Seafood
Harvesters of America; Purse Seine Vessel Owners Association;
Mississippt Commercial Fisheries United; American Bird Conservancy;
Pacific Seafood Processors Association; Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers;
Virginia Watermans Association; New England Young Fishermen’s
Alliance; New England Fishermen’s Stewardship Association; Port
Arthur Area Shrimpers’ Association; National Restaurant Association;
Bass Anglers Sportsman Society (B.A.S.S.); Major League Fishing;
American Shrimp Processers Association; Guy Harvey Foundation;
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association; Oregon Trawl Commission;
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association; and North American Marine
Alliance

e 48 Bipartisan House Cosponsors:

o Representatives Mary Peltola (D-AK), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Jared
Moskowitz (D-FL), Neal Dunn (R-FL), Troy Carter (D-LA), Troy Nehls
(R-TX), Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), James Moylan (R-GU), Stacey Plaskett
(D-VI), John Rutherford (R-FL), Daniel Webster (R-FL), Anna Paulina
Luna (R-FL), Auma Amata Coleman Radewagen (R-AS), Brian Mast
(R-FL), Clay Higgins (R-LA), Scott Franklin (R-FL), Glenn Grothman
(R-WI), Anthony D’Esposito (R-NY), Nick LalLota (R-NY), Jenniffer
Gonzalez-Colon (R-PR), Randy Weber (R-TX), Nancy Mace (R-SC),
Don Davis (D-NC), Russell Fry (R-SC), Jerry Carl (R-AL), Michael
Waltz (R-FL), Jared Huffman (D-CA), Maria Elvira Salazar (R-FL),
Seth Magaziner (D-RI), Greg Steube (R-FL), Josh Harder (D-CA), Brett
Guthrie (R-KY), Salud Carbajal (D-CA), Tom Kean Jr. (R-NJ), Jim
Costa (D-CA), Mike Lawler (R-NY), Dean Phillips (D-MN), Mario
Diaz-Balart (R-FL), Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick (D-FL), Bill Posey (R-
FL), Lois Frankel (D-FL), David Rouzer (R-NC), Kevin Mullin (D-CA),
Laurel Lee (R-FL), Carlos Gimenez (R-FL), Claudia Tenney (R-NY),
Vicente Gonzalez (D-TX), and Timothy Kennedy (D-NY)

e 4 Senate Supporters:
o Senate-lead Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL); Senators Lisa Murkowski (R- AK),
Marco Rubio (R-FL), and Dan Sullivan (R-AK)

More:

o See full text of the Donalds FISHES Act HERE.

o See Congress.gov bill profile of the Donalds FISHES Act HERE.

e See House Congressional Record documenting bill passage HERE.

o See Congress.gov bill profile of the Scott Senate companion HERE.

o See Donalds-Scott Joint Op-Ed in Support of FISHES Act HERE.

e See Senate Congressional Record documenting bill passage HERE.

o White House Press Release documenting bill signing HERE or BELOW:
e See bill summary graphic of the Donalds FISHES Act BELOW:
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On Saturday, January 4, 2025, the President signed into law:

H.R. 5103, the “Fishery Improvement to Streamline untimely regulatory
Hurdles post Emergency Situation Act or the FISHES Act,” which establishes
procedures for the review of spend plans submitted to the Department of

Commerce by requesters seeking fishery resource disaster assistance funding;

Thank you to Representatives Donalds and Peltola, Senators Rick Scott,

Sullivan, Murkowski, and Rubio, and many others for their leadership.

CONGRESSMAN BYRON DONALDS
Bipartisan Fishes Act

SIGNED INTO LAW
BY THE PRESIDENT

EXPEDITING DISASTER RELIEF FOR FISHERIES ACROSS
S.W. FLORIDA, THE SUNSHINE STATE, & THE NATION

BIPARTISAN HOUSE & SENATE SUPPORTERS

SUPPORTING ENTITIES

REPRESENTATIVES BYRON DONALDS (R-FL), MARY PELTOLA (D-AK], GUS BILIRAKIS (R-FL), JARED MOSKOWITZ (D-FL), NEAL DUNN (R-FL), TROY CARTER (D-LA), TROY NEHLS (R-TX), JIMMY PANETTA (D-CA),
JAMES MOYLAN (R-GU), STACEY PLASKETT (D-VI), JOHN RUTHERFORD (R-FL), DANIEL WEBSTER (R-FL), ANNA PAULINA LUNA (R-FL), AUMA AMATA COLEMAN RADEWAGEN (R-AS), BRIAN MAST (R-FL), CLAY
HIGGINS (R-LA), SCOTT FRANKLIN (R-FL), GLENN GROTHMAN (R-WI), ANTHONY D'ESPOSITO (R-NY), NICK LALOTA (R-NY), JENNIFFER GONZALEZ-COLON (R-PR), RANDY WEBER (R-TX), NANCY MACE (R-SC),
DON DAVIS (D-NC), RUSSELL FRY (R-SC), JERRY CARL (R-AL), MICHAEL WALTZ (R-FL), JARED HUFFMAN (D-CA), MARIA ELVIRA SALAZAR (R-FL), SETH MAGAZINER (D-RI), GREG STEUBE (R-FL), JOSH HARDER (D-
CA), BRETT GUTHRIE (R-KY), SALUD CARBAJAL (D-CA), TOM KEAN JR. (R-NJ), JIM COSTA (D-CA), MIKE LAWLER (R-NY), DEAN PHILLIPS (D-MN), MARIO DIAZ-BALART (R-FL), SHEILA CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK (D-
FL), BILL POSEY (R-FL), LOIS FRANKEL (D-FL), DAVID ROUZER (R-NC), KEVIN MULLIN (D-CA), LAUREL LEE (R-FL), CARLOS GIMENEZ (R-FL), CLAUDIA TENNEY (R-NY), VICENTE GONZALEZ (D-TX), TIMOTHY
KENNEDY (D-NY) - SENATORS RICK SCOTT (R-FL), LISA MURKOWSKI (R-AK), MARCO RUBIO (R-FL), DAN SULLIVAN (R-AK) -ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION; GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES
COMMISSION; PACIFIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION; AMERICAN SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION; ASSOCIATION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE AGENCIES; BONEFISH AND TARPON TRUST; SANIBEL-CAPTIVA
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION; FL FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION; NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY; CAPTAINS FOR CLEAN WATER; AMERICAN CONSERVATION COALITION ACTION; ANGLER
ACTION FOUNDATION; MARINE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION OF SWFL AND TAMPA BAY; GULF SHELLFISH INSTITUTE; FLORIDA GUIDES ASSOCIATION; NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHARTERBOAT OPERATORS;
SOUTHERN OFFSHORE FISHING ASSOCIATION; COASTAL CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION; CENTER FOR SPORTFISHING POLICY; THE NATURE CONSERVANCY; INTERNATIONAL GAME AND FISH ASSOCIATION; REEF
LIFE FOUNDATION; RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL FOR ALASKA; NATIONAL FISHERIES INSTITUTE; FLORIDA KEYS COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION; BOATU.S.; FISH IS AMERICA; PANAMA CITY
BOATMAN'S ASSOCIATION; ASSOCIATION OF MARINA INDUSTRIES; SOUTHEASTERN FISHERIES ASSOCIATION; NORTH CAROLINA FISHERIES ASSOCIATION; LOUISIANA SHRIMP ASSOCIATION; GULF OF MEXICO
REEF FISH SHAREHOLDERS* ALLIANCE; SOUTHERN SHRIMP ALLIANCE; SOUTH CAROLINA SHRIMPERS ASSOCIATION; DIVING EQUIPMENT AND MARKETING ASSOCIATION; PONTCHARTRAIN CONSERVANCY;
FLORIDA RESTAURANT AND LODGING ASSOCIATION; EVERGLADES TRUST; MARINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION OF THE AMERICAS; ORGANIZED FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA; NORTH FLORIDA MARINE ASSOCIATION;
MARINE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION OF PALM BEACH COUNTY; THEODORE ROOSEVELT CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP; MARINE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION OF THE TREASURE COAST; CHARTER FISHERMANS
ASSOCIATION; DESTIN CHARTER BOAT ASSOCIATION; SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP COUNCIL; FLORIDA STONE CRAB ASSOCIATION; FISHING COMMUNITIES COALITION; GULF FISHERMAN'S
ASSOCIATION; FLORIDA COMMERCIAL WATERMEN'S CONSERVATION; TAMPA BAY BEACHES CHAMBER; SANIBEL AND CAPTIVA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE; UNITED STATES SHRIMPERS COALITION; UNITED
FISHERMEN OF ALASKA; MAINE COAST FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION; CAPE COD COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN'S ALLIANCE; ALASKA LONGLINE FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION; MARINE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION OF
FLORIDA; GOLDEN STATE SALMON ASSOCIATION; GEORGIA COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN ASSOCIATION; NATIONAL MARINE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION; AUDUBON FLORIDA; OCEAN CONSERVANCY;
CONSERVANCY OF SWFL; CYPRESS CHAPTER IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA; BERGERON EVERGLADES FOUNDATION; OCEANA; TEXAS SHRIMP ASSOCIATION; NORTH CAROLINA WATERMEN UNITED;
BLUE WATER FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION; ALABAMA COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN ASSOCIATION; WILDLIFE FOREVER; CONGRESSIONAL SPORTSMEN'S FOUNDATION; FLORIDA RETAIL FEDERATION; FL SHORE &
BEACH PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION; FLORIDA OCEAN ALLIANCE; THE BILLFISH FOUNDATION; VIRGINIA RESTAURANT, LODGING & TRAVEL ASSOCIATION; MICHIGAN BOATING INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION; EAST
FARM COMMERCIAL FISHERIES CENTER OF RHODE ISLAND; MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION; MOTE MARINE LABORATORY; CORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMEN UNITED; MIDWATER TRAWLERS COOPERATIVE;
NATIONAL MARINE DISTRIBUTORS ASSOCIATION; RESTORE AMERICA'S ESTUARIES; SEAFOOD HARVESTERS OF AMERICA; PURSE SEINE VESSEL OWNERS ASSOCIATION; MISSISSIPPI COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
UNITED; AMERICAN BIRD CONSERVANCY; PACIFIC SEAFOOD PROCESSORS ASSOCIATION; ALASKA BERING SEA CRABBERS; VIRGINIA WATERMANS ASSOCIATION; NEW ENGLAND YOUNG FISHERMEN'S
ALLIANCE; NEW ENGLAND FISHERMEN'S STEWARDSHIP ASSOCIATION; PORT ARTHUR AREA SHRIMPERS’ ASSOCIATION; NATIONAL RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION; BASS ANGLERS SPORTSMAN SOCIETY (B.A.S.S.);
MAJOR LEAGUE FISHING; AMERICAN SHRIMP PROCESSERS ASSOCIATION; GUY HARVEY FOUNDATION; PACIFIC NORTHWEST WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION; OREGON TRAWL COMMISSION;
MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION; NORTH AMERICAN MARINE ALLIANCE
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Office Locations:

Washington DC Office Collier County Office Lee County Office
1710 Longworth HOB 3299 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 105 1039 SE 9th Ave, Suite 308

Washington, DC 20515 Naples, FL 34112 Cape Coral, FL 33990
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